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HOUSE BI LL 1473

AS AMENDED BY THE SENATE
Passed Legislature - 2003 Regul ar Session
St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on

By Represent ati ves Hudgi ns, N xon, Flannigan, Pettigrew, i bborn,
Kenney, Haigh, H nkle, Bailey, Mrrell and Upthegrove

Read first tinme 01/28/2003. Referred to Commttee on Loca
Gover nnent .
AN ACT Relating to filling vacancies in office; anmending RCW

36.16. 110, 36.32.0558, 36.32.070, and 42.12.040; and providing a
contingent effective date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGION:
Sec. 1. RCW 36. 16. 110 and 1963 ¢ 4 s 36.16. 110 are each anended to

read as foll ows:
The ((beard—ef)) county ((eemmsstoners)) legislative authority in

each county shall, at its next regular or special neeting after being
apprai sed of any vacancy in any county, township, precinct, or road
district office of the county, fill the vacancy by the appoi ntnent of

sone person qualified to hold such office, and the officers thus
appoi nted shall hold office until the next general election, and until
their successors are elected and qualifi ed.

If a vacancy occurs in a partisan county office after the general
election in a year that the position appears on the ballot and before
the start of the next term the term of the successor who is of the
sane party as the incunbent nmay conmence once he or she has qualified
as defined in RCW 29.01.135 and shall continue through the term for
whi ch he or she was el ected.

p. 1 HB 1473. SL
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Sec. 2. RCW36.32.0558 and 1990 ¢ 252 s 6 are each anended to read
as follows:

Vacancies on a board of county comm ssioners consisting of five
menbers shall be filled as provided in RCW 36.32. 070, except that:

(1) Whenever there are three or nore vacancies, the governor shal
appoint one or nore commssioners until there are a total of three
conmi ssi oners;

(2) Whenever there are two vacancies, the three conmm ssioners shal

fill one of the vacancies; ((and))
(3) Wienever there is one vacancy, the four comm ssioners shall
fill the single vacancy; and

(4) Wenever there is a vacancy after the general election in a
year that the position appears on the ballot and before the start of
the next term the term of the successor who is of the sane party as
the i ncunbent nmay conmence once he or she has qualified as defined in
RCW 29.01. 135 and shall continue through the termfor which he or she
was el ect ed.

Sec. 3. RCW36.32.070 and 1990 ¢ 252 s 7 are each anended to read
as follows:

Whenever there is a vacancy in the board of county conm ssioners,
except as provided in RCW 36.32.0558, it shall be filled as foll ows:

(1) If there are three vacancies, the governor of the state shal
appoint two of the officers. The two comm ssioners thus appointed
shall then neet and select the third conm ssioner. If the two
appoi nted conm ssioners fail to agree upon selection of the third after
the expiration of five days from the day they were appointed, the
governor shall appoint the remaining comm ssioner.

(2) Wienever there are two vacancies in the office of county
comm ssi oner, the governor shall appoint one comm ssioner, and the two
comm ssioners then in office shall appoint the third comm ssioner. |f
they fail to agree upon a selection after the expiration of five days
fromthe day of the governor's appointnment, the governor shall appoint
the third comm ssi oner.

(3) Wienever there is one vacancy in the office of county
conm ssioner, the two remaining comm ssioners shall fill the vacancy.
If the two comm ssioners fail to agree upon a selection after the

HB 1473. SL p. 2
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expiration of five days fromthe day the vacancy occurred, the governor
shal | appoint the third comm ssioner.

(4) VWenever there is a vacancy in the office of county
comm ssioner after the general election in a year that the position
appears on the ballot and before the start of the next term the term
of the successor who is of the sane party as the i ncunbent nmay conmence
once he or she has qualified as defined in RCW 29.01.135 and shall
continue through the termfor which he or she was el ected.

Sec. 4. RCW42.12.040 and 2002 ¢ 108 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) If a vacancy occurs in any partisan elective office in the
executive or legislative branches of state governnment or in any
parti san county elective office before the sixth Tuesday prior to the
primary for the next general election follow ng the occurrence of the
vacancy, a successor shall be elected to that office at that genera
el ection. Except during the last year of the termof office, if such
a vacancy occurs on or after the sixth Tuesday prior to the primary for
t hat general election, the election of the successor shall occur at the
next succeedi ng general election. The el ected successor shall hold
office for the remai nder of the unexpired term This section shall not
apply to any vacancy occurring in a charter county which has charter
provi sions inconsistent wwth this section.

(2) 1If a vacancy occurs in any legislative office or in any
partisan county office after the general election in a year that the
position appears on the ballot and before the start of the next term
the termof the successor who is of the sane party as the incunbent nmay
commence once he or she has qualified as defined in RCW 29.01.135 and
shall continue through the termfor which he or she was el ected.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. This act takes effect January 1, 2004, if

the proposed anendnment to Article 11, section 15 of +the state
Constitution (HIR --) is validly submtted to and is approved and
ratified by the voters at a general election held in Novenber 2003. |f

the proposed anendnent is not approved and ratified, this act is void
inits entirety.

Passed by the House April 22, 2003.

Passed by the Senate April 17, 2003.

Approved by the Governor My 12 2003.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State May 12, 2003.
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