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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 1734

AS AMENDED BY THE SENATE
Passed Legi sl ature - 2003 Regul ar Sessi on
State of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on
By House Commttee on Local Governnment (originally sponsored by
Representatives Ronero, Hi nkle, WMeller, Delvin, Gant, Jarrett and
Fl anni gan; by request of Departnent of Community, Trade, and Econom c
Devel opnent)

READ FI RST TI ME 03/ 03/ 03.

AN ACT Relating to state building codes; anending RCW 19.27.031,
19.27.080, and 19.27.110; and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The intent of the adoption of the
I nternational Building Code by the legislature is to remain consistent

with state laws regulating construction, including electrical,
pl unmbi ng, and energy codes established in chapters 19.27, 19.27A, and
19.28 RCW The International Building Code references the

| nt ernati onal Resi dent i al Code for provisions related to the
construction of single and nultiple-famly dwellings. No portion of
the International Residential Code shall supersede or take precedent
over provisions in chapter 19.28 RCW regulating the electrical code;
nor provisions in RCW 19.27.031(4), regulating the plunbing code; nor
provisions in chapter 19.27A RCW regul ating the energy code.

(2) It is in the state's interest and consistent with the state
building code act to have in effect provisions regulating the
construction of single and nultiple-famly residences. It is the
legislative intent that the state building code council adopt the
International Residential Code through rule making granted in RCW
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19.27.074, consistent with state law regulating construction for
el ectrical, plunbing, and energy codes, and other state and federa
| aws regulating single and nultiple-fam |y construction.

(3) In accordance wth RCW 19.27.020, the state building code
council shall pronote fire and |ife safety in buildings consistent with
accepted standards. |In adopting the codes for the state of Washi ngton,
the state building code council shall consider provisions related to
fire fighter safety published by nationally recognized organi zati ons.
The state building code council shall review all nationally recognized
codes as set forth in RCW19. 27. 074.

(4) The legislature finds that building codes are an integral
conponent of affordable housing. |In accordance with this finding, the
state building code council shall consider and review building code
provisions related to inproving affordabl e housing.

Sec. 2. RCW19.27.031 and 1995 ¢ 343 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

Except as otherwise provided in this chapter, there shall be in
effect in all counties and cities the state building code which shal
consi st of the follow ng codes which are hereby adopted by reference:

(1) ((Yaifoerm)) (a) The International Building Code ((and—Uniferm
BuiH-di-rg—Code—Standards)), published by the International ((CGenterence

of—BuiH-ding—OSHetals)) Code Council Inc.;
(b) The International Resi denti al Code, published by the

| nternati onal Code Council, Inc.;

(2) ((Yatferm) The International Mechanical Code, ((+netuding
Chapter—13—Fuel—Gas—Pipirg—Appendix—B-)) published by the
I nternational ((CGenterenrce—ot ButHldingOfietals)) Code Council Inc.,

except that the standards for liquified petroleum gas installations
shall be NFPA 58 (Storage and Handling of Liquified Petrol eum Gases)
and ANSI Z223. 1/ NFPA 54 (National Fuel Gas Code);

(3) The ((YUniferm ) International Fire Code ((anrdUnifermFire Code
Standards)), published by the International ((F+e—Code—tnstitute))
Code Council 1Inc., including those standards of the National Fire
Protection Association specifically referenced in the Internationa
Fire Code: PROVI DED, That, notw thstanding any wording in this code,
participants in religious cerenonies shall not be precluded from
carrying hand-hel d candl es;

SHB 1734. SL p. 2
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(4) Except as provided in RCW19.27.170, the Uniform Pl unbi ng Code
and Uniform Plunbing Code Standards, published by the Internationa
Association of Plunbing and Mechanical Oficials: PROVI DED, That

( (ehapters—31t—-and—12)) any provisions of such code affecting sewers or

fuel gas piping are not adopted; and

(5 The rules ((anrd——+regulations)) adopted by the counci

establ i shing standards for making buildings and facilities accessible
to and usable by the physically ((handicapped)) disabled or elderly
persons as provided in RCW 70.92. 100 t hrough 70.92. 160.

In case of conflict anong the codes enunerated in subsections (1),
(2), (3), and (4) of this section, the first named code shall govern
over those follow ng.

The codes enunerated in this section shall be adopted by the
council as provided in RCW19.27.074. The council shall solicit input

from first responders to ensure that fire fighter safety issues are
addressed during the code adoption process.

The council may issue opinions relating to the codes at the request
of a local official charged with the duty to enforce the enunerated
codes.

Sec. 3. RCW19.27.080 and 1990 ¢ 33 s 555 are each anended to read
as follows:

Not hing in this chapter affects the provisions of chapters 19.27A
19.28, 43.22, 70.77, 70.79, 70.87, 48.48, 18.20, 18.46, 18.51, 28A. 305,
70.41, 70.62, 70.75, 70.108, 71.12, 74.15, 70.94, 76.04, 90.76 RCW or
RCW 28A. 195. 010, or grants rights to duplicate the authorities provided
under chapters 70.94 or 76.04 RCW

Sec. 4. RCW 19.27.110 and 1975-'76 2nd ex.s. ¢ 37 s 1 are each
anmended to read as foll ows:

Each county governnent shall adm nister and enforce the ((wrtfern))
International Fire Code in the unincorporated areas of the county:
PROVI DED, That any political subdivision or nunicipal corporation
providing fire protection pursuant to RCW 14.08. 120 shall, at its sole
option, be responsible for admnistration and enforcenent of the
((untfoerm) International Fire Code on its facility. Any fire
protection district or political subdivision may, pursuant to chapter
39.34 RCW the interlocal cooperation act, assune all or a portion of
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the adm nistering responsibility and coordi nate and cooperate with the
county governnent in the enforcenment of the ((uwnferm) Internationa
Fire Code.

It is not the intent of RCW19.27.110 and 19.27.111 to preclude or
l[imt the authority of any city, town, county, fire protection
district, state agency, or political subdivision fromengaging in those
fire prevention activities with which they are charged.

It is not the intent of the legislature by adopting the state
bui | di ng code or RCW19. 27. 110 and 19.27.111 to grant counties any nore
power to suppress or extinguish fires than counties currently possess
under the Constitution or other statutes.

Each county is authorized to i npose fees sufficient to pay the cost
of inspections, admnistration, and enforcenent pursuant to RCW
19.27.110 and 19.27.111

Passed by the House April 22, 2003.

Passed by the Senate April 17, 2003.

Approved by the Governor May 14, 2003.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State May 14, 2003.
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