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Sponsor(s): Representatives Kessler, Skinner, Edwards, Lantz,
Moeller, Kirby, Kenney, Lovick, O’Brien, Kagi, G. Simpson, McCoy,
Cody, Ruderman, Flannigan, Upthegrove, Pettigrew, Clibborn,
McDermott, Dickerson, Hudgins, Schual-Berke, Santos, Conway,
Sullivan, Morrell and Darneille

Brief Description: Addressing protection of victims of domestic
violence, sexual assault, or stalking in the rental of housing.

HB 1645.2E - DIGEST

(DIGEST AS ENACTED)

Finds and declares that: (1) Domestic violence, sexual
assault, and stalking are widespread societal problems that have
devastating effects for individual victims, their children, and
their communities. Victims of violence may be forced to remain in
unsafe situations because they are bound by residential lease
agreements. The legislature finds that the inability of victims to
terminate their rental agreements hinders or prevents victims from
being able to safely flee domestic violence, sexual assault, or
stalking. The legislature further finds that victims of these
crimes who do not have access to safe housing are more likely to
remain in or return to abusive or dangerous situations. Also, the
legislature finds that victims of these crimes are further
victimized when they are unable to obtain or retain rental housing
due to their history as a victim of these crimes. The legislature
further finds that evidence that a prospective tenant has been a
victim of domestic violence, sexual assault, or stalking is not
relevant to the decision whether to rent to that prospective
tenant.

(2) By this act, the legislature intends to increase safety
for victims of domestic violence, sexual assault, and stalking by
removing barriers to safety and offering protection against
discrimination.

Repeals RCW 59.18.356.


