
1841-S2
Sponsor(s): House Committee on Appropriations (originally sponsored
by Representatives Kagi, Boldt, O’Brien, McIntire, Hunt,
Schual-Berke, Shabro, Cooper, Linville, Pettigrew, Upthegrove,
Moeller, Darneille, Miloscia, Dickerson, Clements, Armstrong,
Orcutt, Fromhold, Delvin, Roach, Kenney, Haigh, Lovick, Chase,
Santos and Hudgins)

Brief Description: Creating programs to promote prevention of child
abuse and neglect. Revised for 1st Substitute: Establishing
funding criteria for prevention and early intervention services.

HB 1841-S2 - DIGEST

(DIGEST AS PASSED LEGISLATURE)

Finds that investment in effective prevention and early
intervention services: (1) Produces immediate and long-term
improvements for children and families; and

(2) Avoids future public costs in education, child welfare,
substance abuse, health, and mental health treatment, law
enforcement and the courts, and juvenile and adult corrections.

Requires the department of social and health services in
consultation with the family policy council, created in chapter
70.190 RCW, to, by March 1, 2004, identify criteria for funding
prevention and early intervention services and programs in the
children’s administration that are either state-operated or
contracted. The criteria must require that funded programs, at a
minimum: (1) Define clear, measurable outcomes;

(2) Identify research that may be applicable;
(3) Identify anticipated cost-effectiveness;
(4) Describe broad community involvement, support, and

partnerships; and
(5) Provide data related to program outcomes.
Declares that nothing in this act creates: (1) An entitlement

to services;
(2) Judicial authority to order the provision of services to

any person or family if the services are unavailable or unsuitable,
or the child or family is not eligible for such services; or

(3) A private right of action or claim on the part of any
individual, entity, or agency against any state agency or
contractor.

Directs the council to: Beginning with its 2005 annual report
and each subsequent report, list the prevention and early
intervention services to which the funding criteria established in
this act are applied; and beginning with its 2006 annual report and
in each subsequent annual report, include the outcome and cost
benefit data collected under this act and provide an analysis of
the success and cost benefit program outcomes.

VETO MESSAGE ON HB 1841-S2

May 20, 2003



To the Honorable Speaker and Members,
The House of Representatives of the State of Washington

Ladies and Gentlemen:

I am returning herewith, without my approval, Second Substitute
House Bill No. 1841 entitled:

"AN ACT Relating to the funding of prevention and early
intervention services;"

The primary purpose of this bill is to ensure that the Department
of Social and Health Services (DSHS) establishes funding criteria
and outcomes measures for the Children’s Administration’s state-
operated and community-contracted prevention and early intervention
services for children and families. It is not necessary to
establish this requirement in statute. The implementation of
outcomes measurement is a basic management tool that I expect all
executive branch agencies to implement, including DSHS.

This bill creates a role for the Family Policy Council to consult
with DSHS regarding the development of funding criteria, and to
analyze and report on the outcomes data collected by DSHS.
Although the Family Policy Council does have experience in this
area as it performs these functions for each of the community
public health and safety networks that it funds, it is my
expectation that each executive agency, including DSHS, be able to
perform these management functions on its own. The involvement of
the Family Policy Council in these activities, in addition to DSHS,
would therefore be duplicative and an unwise use of limited staff
resources. Therefore, I have vetoed this bill.

However, I am directing DSHS to develop, by March 1, 2004, criteria
for funding state-operated or contracted prevention and early
intervention services, including, at a minimum, those services
outlined in this bill. DSHS should incorporate the funding
criteria into contracts and operating procedures, beginning no
later than January 1, 2005. The criteria should include those
outlined in section 2 of this bill. Finally, DSHS shall collect
and analyze the program data to ensure accountability in delivering
effective services.

For these reasons, I have vetoed Second Substitute House Bill No.
1841 in its entirety.

Respectfully submitted,
Gary Locke
Governor


