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5828-S AVH TALC H3042. 2

SSB 5828 - H AMD 463
By Representative Tal cott

ADOPTED 04/ 12/ 2005

Strike everything after the enacting clause and insert the
fol | ow ng:

"NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 150
RCWto read as foll ows:

The legislature finds that digital |earning courses and prograns
can provide students with opportunities to study subjects that may not
ot herwi se be available within the students' schools, school districts,
or comunities. These courses can also neet the instructional needs of
students who have scheduling conflicts, students who |earn best from
t echnol ogy- based i nstructional nethods, and students who have a need to
enroll in schools on a part-tinme basis. Digital |earning courses can
al so nmeet the needs of students and famlies seeking nontraditiona
| earni ng environnents. The legislature further finds that the state
rul es used by school districts to support sonme digital |earning courses
wer e adopted before these types of courses were created, so the rules
are not well-suited to the funding and delivery of digital instruction.
It is the intent of the legislature to clarify the funding and delivery
requi renents for digital |earning courses.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 150
RCWto read as foll ows:

Under RCW 28A. 150. 260, the superintendent of public instruction
shall revise the definition of a full-time equivalent student to
i nclude students who receive instruction through digital prograns.
"Digital progranms" neans electronically delivered | earning that occurs
primarily away from the classroom The superintendent of public
instruction has the authority to adopt rules to inplenment the revised
definition beginning with the 2005-2007 bi ennium for school districts
claimng state funding for the programs. The rules shall include but
not be limted to the foll ow ng:
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(1) Defining a full-time equival ent student under RCW 28A. 150. 260
or part-time student under RCW 28A.150. 350 based upon the district's
estimated average weekly hours of learning activity as identified in
the student's learning plan, as long as the student is found, through
mont hly eval uation, to be nmaking satisfactory progress; the rules shal
require districts providing progranms under this section to nonresident
students to establish procedures that address, at a mnimm the
coordi nati on of student counting for state funding so that no student
is counted for nore than one full-tinme equivalent in the aggregate,;

(2) Requiring the board of directors of a school district offering,
or contracting under RCW 28A.150.305 to offer, a digital programto
adopt and annually review witten policies for each program and program
provider and to receive an annual report on its digital [|earning
progranms fromits staff;

(3) Requiring each school district offering or contracting to offer
a digital programto report annually to the superintendent of public
instruction on the types of prograns and course offerings, and nunber
of students participating;

(4) Requiring conpletion of a program self-eval uation;

(5 Requiring docunentation of the district of the student's
physi cal residence;

(6) Requiring that supervision, nonitoring, assessnent, and
evaluation of the digital program be provided by certificated
i nstructional staff;

(7) Requiring each school district offering courses or progranms to
identify the ratio of certificated instructional staff to full-tinme
equi val ent students enrolled in such courses or prograns, and to
include a description of their ratio as part of the reports required
under subsections (2) and (3) of this section;

(8) Requiring reliable nethods to verify a student is doing his or
her own work; the nethods may include proctored exam nations or
projects, including the use of web canms or other technol ogies.
"Proctored” neans directly nonitored by an adult authorized by the
school district;

(9) Requiring, for each student receiving instruction in a digital
program a learning plan that includes a description of course
obj ectives and information on the requirenents a student nust neet to
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successfully conplete the program or courses. The rules shall allow
course syllabi and other additional information to be used to neet the
requi renent for a | earning plan;

(10) Requiring that the district assess the educational progress of
enrol l ed students at |east annually, using, for full-tinme students, the
state assessnent for the student's grade |evel and using any other
annual assessnents required by the school district. Part-tinme students
shall al so be assessed at |east annually. However, part-tinme students
who are either receiving honme-based instruction under chapter 28A. 200
RCW or who are enrolled in an approved private school under chapter
28A. 195 RCWare not required to participate in the assessnents required
under chapter 28A. 655 RCW The rules shall address how students who
resi de outside the geographic service area of the school district are
to be assessed,;

(11) Requiring that each student enrolled in the program have
direct personal contact with certificated instructional staff at |east
weekly wuntil the student conpletes the course objectives or the
requirenents in the learning plan. Direct personal contact is for the
pur poses of instruction, review of assignnents, testing, evaluation of

student progress, or other learning activities. Direct personal
contact may include the use of telephone, e-mail, instant nessagi ng,
interactive video communication, or ot her nmeans of digital

communi cati on

(12) Requiring state-funded public schools or public school
prograns whose primary purpose is to provide digital |earning prograns
to receive accreditation through the state accreditation program or
t hrough the regional accreditation program

(13) Requiring state-funded public schools or public school
prograns whose prinmary purpose is to provide digital learning to
provide information to students and parents on whether or not the
courses or prograns: Cover one or nore of the school district's
learning goals or of the state's essential academc |earning
requi renents or whether they permt the student to neet one or nore of
the state's or district's graduation requirenents; and

(14) Requiring that a school district that provides one or nore
digital courses to a student provide the parent or guardian of the
student, prior to the student's enrollnent, with a description of any
di fference between hone-based education as described in chapter 28A. 200
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RCW and the enrol |l ment option selected by the student. The parent or
guardi an shall sign docunentation attesting to his or her understandi ng
of the difference and the docunentation shall be retained by the
district and nmade available for audit."

Correct the title.

EFFECT: Clarifies funding rules to be adopted for digital
prograns offered by public schools. Cdarifies the definitions of full-
time and part-tine students, contact and supervisory requirenents for
certificated instructional staff, and the mechanics of ensuring that
students in the prograns do not generate nore than one FTE Al so
clarifies additional responsibilities of school districts offering
di gital prograns.

~-- END ---
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