Washington State
House of Representatives

BILL
ANALYSIS

Office of Program Research

Education Committee

HB 1592
Brief Description: Including women's contributions in the World War II oral history project.
Sponsors: Representatives Strow, Talcott, Kenney, Woods, Darneille, Bailey, Green, Holmquist,
Shabro, Moeller, Walsh, Williams, Skinner, Dunshee, Kristiansen, Pearson, Sommers,
Dickerson, Conway, Clements, Linville, Haler, Upthegrove, Hasegawa, P. Sullivan, Clibborn,
Lovick, Chase, Jarrett, Rodne, Blake, Ericks, Sells, Appleton, McCoy, McDonald, Dunn,
DeBolt, Lantz, Santos, Roberts, Hudgins, Ahern, McCune, Alexander, Kretz, Hankins, Haigh,
Tom, Kilmer, Schual-Berke, McDermott, Newhouse, Condotta, Kagi and Serben.
Brief Summary of Bill
•

Dedicates any 2005-07 funding for the World War II Oral History Project to recording the
memories of women who contributed to the state and nations during the war.

Hearing Date: 2/7/05
Staff: Susan Morrissey (786-7111).
Background:
During the 2000 session, the legislature approved two bills intended both to preserve the
memories of Washington's citizens who were impacted by World War II and to create
instructional materials designed to ensure that the state's students learned of the sacrifices and
contributions of these citizens.
Through E2SHB 1572, the Washington Civil Liberties Public Education Program was created to
develop educational materials on the internment of Washingtonians of Japanese ancestry during
World War II.. The program was also designed to help students old and young understand the
causes and circumstances of both the internments and other issues that can impact civil liberties.
The program has been funded at $146,000 to $150,000 per year since its enactment.
In SHB 2418, the World War II Oral History Project was created to preserve the history and
memories of citizens who contributed to the state and nation during the war. The project was
funded at $146,000 to $150,000 per year through the 2003 fiscal year. The funding was used to
create lesson plans including a video entitled "When We Were Kids .... We Went to War". The
funding also supported the preparation and preservation of over 130 oral histories and the design
of instructional materials to help students learn how to preserve the oral histories of relatives and
members of their communities.
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Summary of Bill:
The legislature finds that women made essential contributions to the state and nation during World
War II.. The contributions were made many different ways, including serving in or supporting the
military, working in industrial plants, raising families, educating children, and caring for the ill
and elderly. The legislature finds that women in all these roles made sacrifices that were
necessary for the nation's defense. They also made contributions essential to the well-being of the
people back home.
Any funding provided to the World War II Oral History Project during the 2005-07 biennium will
be used to record the memories of women who served their state or nation during the war. The
types of contributions may include military service or national or community contributions during
that time.
Appropriation: None.
Fiscal Note: Available.
Effective Date: The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.
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