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Synopsis as Enacted

Brief Description:  Addressing volunteer fire fighters' and reserve officers' relief and pensions.

Sponsors:  Senators Kastama, Mulliken, Zarelli, Doumit and Rasmussen.

Senate Committee on Ways & Means
House Committee on Appropriations

Background:  The Volunteer Fire Fighters' and Reserve Officers' Relief and Pension System
(VFFRORPS) provides relief and pension benefits for members of regularly organized
volunteer fire departments and law enforcement agencies.  Members who serve and make
monthly retirement contributions for a period of at least 25 years are eligible to receive a
pension benefit at age 65.  Relief benefits include payment of medical expenses and disability
pensions  for members injured in the line of duty and payment of burial expenses and survivor
benefits for members killed in the line of duty.

VFFRORPS benefits are administered by the Washington State Board for Volunteer Fire  
Fighters and Reserve Officers (BVFFRO) and paid out of the Volunteer Fire Fighters' Relief
and Pension Fund (VFFRPF).  Revenues to the VFFRPF come from: a 40 percent share of the
premium tax paid on fire insurance policies issued within the state; contributions from
volunteer fire fighters, emergency workers, and reserve officers; contributions from
participating municipal corporations and emergency service districts; and returns on the
investment of moneys in the VFFRPF.

Summary:  The definitions of "fire fighter" and "emergency worker" are clarified in order to
prevent part-time fire fighters and emergency workers from earning a benefit from both the
Public Employees' Retirement System (PERS) and the VFFRORPS for the same service.  The
BVFFRO is authorized to seek recovery of its benefit costs if a volunteer is injured and sues a
third party for damages.  The annual fee paid by participating municipal corporations to fund
relief benefits for volunteer fire fighters is increased from $10 per member to $30 per
member.

Votes on Final Passage:

Senate 47 0
House 89 0

Effective:  July 24, 2005
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