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HOUSE BI LL 1042

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representative Sommers; by request of Governor Locke

Read first tine 01/11/2005. Referred to Comm ttee on Educati on.

AN ACT Relating to the early childhood education and assistance
program anmending RCW 28A. 215.100, 28A 215.110, 28A 215.120, and
28A. 215. 150; adding a new section to chapter 28A. 215 RCW and repealing
RCW 28A. 215. 140 and 28A. 215. 190.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW 28A.215.100 and 1994 c 166 s 1 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) It is the intent of the legislature to establish an early
chil dhood state education and assistance program This speci al
assistance program is a voluntary enrichnment program to help prepare
sonme children to enter the common school system and shall be offered
only as funds are available. This programis not a part of the basic
program of education which nust be fully funded by the |legislature
under Article I X, section 1 of the state Constitution.

(2) The early childhood education and assistance program is a
conpr ehensi ve preschool program designed to aid at-risk children, and
to enhance readi ness for success in school and life. The needs of the
children and their famlies will be best served if it is consolidated
with other early childhood services. Adm nistering simlar prograns
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from the sane agency will have the benefit of inproving connections
with social supports, better connection between the child care prograns
and the preschool programfor both the famlies and the providers, and
greater adm nistrative efficiencies.

Sec. 2. RCW 28A.215.110 and 1999 c 350 s 1 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Unl ess the context clearly requires otherwise, the definitions in
this section apply throughout RCW 28A. 215. 100 t hrough 28A. 215. 200 and
28A. 215. 900 t hrough 28A. 215. 908.

(1) ((*= Vi y i aq" 71 ' i
28A215 1406

2y)) "Departnent” neans the departnent of ((eemmhnity—trade—and

economc—developrent)) social and health services.
((3))) (2) "Eligible child" nmans a child not eligible for

ki ndergarten whose famly incone is at or bel ow one hundred ten percent
of the federal poverty level, as published annually by the federa
departnment of health and human services, and includes a child whose
famly is eligible for public assistance, and who is not a partici pant
in a federal or state program providi ng conprehensive services and nay
i ncl ude children who are eligible under rules adopted by the departnent
i f the nunber of such children equals not nore than ten percent of the
total enrollnment in the early childhood program Priority for
enroll ment shall be given to children from famlies wth the | owest
income or to eligible children fromfamlies with nultiple needs.

((4)) (3) "Approved prograns” neans those state-supported
educati on and speci al assistance prograns which are recogni zed by the
depart ment ((ef—ecommunity—trade—andeconomec—developrent)) as neeting
the m nimum program rul es adopted by the departnment to qualify under
RCW 28A. 215. 100 t hrough 28A. 215. 200 and 28A. 215. 900 t hrough 28A. 215. 908
and are designated as eligible for funding by the departnent under RCW
28A. 215. 160 and 28A. 215. 180.

((65))) ((4) "Conprehensive" means an assistance program that
focuses on the needs of the child and includes education, health, and
fam |y support services.

((66)Y)) (5) "Fam |y support services" nmeans providing opportunities
for parents to:

(a) Actively participate in their child' s early chil dhood program
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(b) Increase their know edge of child devel opnment and parenting
skills;

(c) Further their education and training;

(d) Increase their ability to use needed services in the conmunity;

(e) Increase their self-reliance.

Sec. 3. RCW 28A.215.120 and 1994 c 166 s 4 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The departnent ((ef—ecommunity—trade,—and—economc—developrent))
shall admnister a state-supported early childhood education and
assistance program to assist eligible children with educational,
social, health, nutritional, and cultural devel opnent to enhance their
opportunity for success in the common school system Eligible children
shall be admtted to approved early chil dhood prograns to the extent
that the | egislature provides funds, and additional eligible children
may be admtted to the extent that grants and contributions from
community sources provide sufficient funds for a program equivalent to
that supported by state funds. Adm nistration and funding of this
program shall be shifted to the departnent no later than Decenber 1,
2005. All existing contracts with program providers entered into for
the 2005-06 school year with the departnment of community, trade, and
econom ¢ devel opnent shall remain in full force and effect and shall be

the responsibility of the departnent. All funds designated for this
programrenaining at the departnent of community, trade, and economc
devel opnent after Decenber 1, 2005, shall be transferred to the
depart nent.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 215
RCWto read as foll ows:

(1) A nine-nenber steering commttee is created, which commttee
shal | advise the departnent on the ongoi ng pronotion and operation of
the early childhood education and assistance program Thi s advice
shal | i ncl ude:

(a) Program standards, which shall be guided by appropriate
research

(b) Devel opment of partnerships anong providers of early | earning
pr ogr amns;

(c) Devel opnent of opportunities for professional devel opnent; and
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(d) Identifying opportunities to build upon existing prograns and
resources by increasing program quality, connecting related services,
and sinplifying program adm ni stration.

(2) The steering conmttee authorized in subsection (1) of this
section shall be conposed of and appointed in accordance with this
subsecti on.

(a) The secretary of the departnent shall appoint two agency
enpl oyees responsible for policies relating to early |earning and
assistance to children, one representative of an early childhood
educati on and assi stance program provider or contractor and one parent
with a child participating in the program The secretary shall also
designate the chair of the steering conmttee.

(b) The superintendent of public instruction shall appoint two
representatives of that office who are know edgeable about early
| earni ng and assi stance to children and one representative of an early
chi | dhood educati on and assi stance program provi der or contractor.

(c) The director of the departnent of comunity, trade, and
econom ¢ devel opnent shal |l appoint one representative.

(d) The secretary of the departnent of health shall appoint one
menber who is know edgeabl e about early |earning and pediatric public
heal th i ssues.

(3) Except for state official and state enployee nenbers, each
menber of the board shall be reinbursed for travel expenses incurred in
carrying out the duties of the board in accordance with RCW 43. 03. 050
and 43. 03. 060.

Sec. 5. RCW 28A.215.150 and 1994 c 166 s 6 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The departnent shall adopt rules under chapter 34.05 RCW for the
admnistration of the wearly childhood program Approved early
chi | dhood progranms shall conduct needs assessnments of their service
area, identify any targeted groups of children, to include but not be
limted to children of seasonal and mgrant farmwrkers and native
Ameri can populations living either on or off reservation, and provide
to the departnment a service delivery plan, to the extent practicabl e,
t hat addresses these targeted popul ati ons.

The departnent in developing rules for the early chil dhood program
shall <consult with the ((adwisery)) steering commttee, and shall
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consider such factors as coordination with existing head start and
other early childhood prograns, the preparation necessary for
instructors, qualifications of instructors, adequate space and
equi pnent, and special transportation needs. The rules shal
specifically require the early childhood prograns to provide for
parental involvenent in participation with their child' s program in
| ocal program policy decisions, in devel opnent and revision of service
delivery systens, and in parent education and training.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. The following acts or parts of acts are each
r epeal ed:

(1) RCW 28A.215.140 (Advisory conmttee--Conposition) and 1988 c
174 s 5 & 1985 ¢ 418 s 5; and

(2) RCW28A. 215.190 (Expenses of advisory comm ttee--Rei mbursenent)
and 1985 c 418 s 10.

--- END ---
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