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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 1079

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Conmmttee on Higher Education (originally sponsored by
Representatives Kagi, Kenney, Chase, D ckerson and Schual -Berke; by
request of Governor Locke)

READ FI RST TI ME 03/ 01/ 05.

AN ACT Rel ating to postsecondary education and training support for
former foster youth; anending RCW 74.13.570; and creating a new
section.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:
NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The legislature finds that:

(a) The majority of foster youth fail to thrive in our educational
system and, relative to nonfoster youth, disproportionately few enrol

in college or other postsecondary training prograns. As a result,
former foster youth generally have poor enploynent and life
satisfaction outcones; and

(b) Low expectations, lack of information, fragnented support

services, and financial hardship are the nost frequently cited reasons
for failure of foster youth to pursue postsecondary education or
trai ni ng. Initiatives have been undertaken at both the state and
community levels in Washington to inprove outcones for foster youth in
transition to independence; however, these initiatives are often not
coordi nated to conpl enent one anot her.

(2) The legislature intends to encourage and support foster youth
to pursue postsecondary education or training opportunities. A
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coordination commttee that provides statew de planning and oversi ght
of related efforts wll inprove the effectiveness of both current and
future initiatives to inprove postsecondary educational outcones for
foster youth.

Sec. 2. RCW74.13.570 and 2003 ¢ 112 s 4 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The departnent shall establish an oversight commttee conposed
of staff from the children's admnistration of the departnent, the
office of the superintendent of public instruction, the higher
education coordinating board, foster youth, fornmer foster youth, foster

parents, and advocacy agencies to develop strategies for nmaintaining
foster children in the schools they were attending at the tine they
entered foster care and to pronote opportunities for foster youth to
participate in postsecondary education or training.

(2) The duties of the oversight commttee shall include, but are
not limted to:

(a) Devel oping strategies for school-based recruitnent of foster
hones;

(b) Monitoring the progress of current pilot projects that assist
foster children to continue attending the schools they were attending
at the time they entered foster care;

(c) Overseeing the expansion of the nunber of pilot projects;

(d) Pronoting the use of best practices, throughout the state,
denonstrated by the pilot projects and other prograns relating to
mai ntai ning foster children in the schools they were attending at the
time they entered foster care; ((and))

(e) Informng the legislature of the status of efforts to nmaintain
foster children in the schools they were attending at the tine they
entered foster care,

(f) Assessing the scope and nature of statew de need anpbng current
and forner foster youth for assistance to pursue and participate in
post secondary education or training opportunities;

(q) ldentifying available sources of funding available in the state
for services to fornmer foster youth to pursue and participate in
post secondary education or training opportunities;

(h) Reviewing the effectiveness of activities in the state to
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support forner foster youth to pursue and participate in postsecondary
education or training opportunities;

(i) ldentifying new activities, or existing activities that should
be nodified or expanded, to best neet statew de needs; and

(J) Reviewing on an ongoing basis the progress toward inproving
educational and vocational outcones for foster youth.

~-- END ---
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