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HOUSE BI LL 1111

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Upthegrove, Wods, Mrris, Skinner, B. Sullivan,
Jarrett, Wallace, Mirrell and Chase

Read first tinme 01/14/2005. Referred to Commttee on Transportation.

AN ACT Relating to notice to owners of inpounded vehicles; and
anendi ng RCW 46. 55. 110.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW46.55.110 and 2002 ¢ 279 s 11 are each anmended to read
as follows:

(1) Wiaen an wunauthorized vehicle is inpounded, the inpounding
tow ng operator shall notify the legal and registered owers of the
i npoundnent of the unauthorized vehicle and the owners of any other
itens of personal property registered or titled wth the departnent.
The notification shall be sent by ((H+H+st—elass)) certified mail, with
return receipt request ed, wthin twenty-four hours after the
i npoundnent to the last known registered and |egal owners of the
vehicle, and the owners of any other itens of personal property
registered or titled wth the departnent, as provided by the |aw

enforcenent agency, and shall informthe owners of the identity of the
person or agency authorizing the inpound. The notification shall
i nclude the nane of the inpounding tow firm its address, and tel ephone
nunber . The notice shall also include the location, tinme of the

i mpound, and by whose authority the vehicle was i npounded. The notice
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shall also include the witten notice of the right of redenption and
opportunity for a hearing to contest the validity of the inpoundnent
pursuant to RCW 46. 55. 120.

(2) In addition, if a suspended |icense inpound has been ordered,
the notice nust state the Iength of the inpound, the requirenent of the
posting of a security deposit to ensure paynent of the costs of
renoval, tow ng, and storage, notification that if the security deposit
is not posted the vehicle will imrediately be processed and sold at
auction as an abandoned vehicle, and the requirenents set out in RCW
46. 55.120(1) (b) regarding the paynent of the costs of renoval, tow ng,
and storage as well as providing proof of satisfaction of any
penalties, fines, or forfeitures before redenption. The notice nust
also state that the registered owner is ineligible to purchase the
vehi cl e at the abandoned vehicle auction, if held.

(3) In the case of an abandoned vehicle, or other item of personal
property registered or titled wiwth the departnment, within twenty-four
hours after receiving information on the owners from the departnent
t hrough t he abandoned vehicle report, the tow truck operator shall send
by certified mail, with return recei pt requested, a notice of custody
and sale to the legal and registered owers and of the penalties for
the traffic infraction littering--abandoned vehicle.

(4) If the date on which a notice required by subsection (1) or (3)
of this section is to be mailed falls upon a Saturday, Sunday, or a
postal holiday, the notice my be nailed on the next day that is
nei t her a Saturday, Sunday, nor a postal holiday.

(5) No notices need be sent to the legal or registered owers of an
i npounded vehicle or other item of personal property registered or
titled wwth the departnent, if the vehicle or personal property has
been redeened.

~-- END ---
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