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HOUSE BI LL 1122

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Kenney, Priest, Dickerson, Jarrett, Mrrell, Wod,
Kagi, O nsby, WIllians, Tom Sells, Shabro, MDernott and Santos

Read first tine 01/17/2005. Referred to Conmttee on Hi gher Educati on.

AN ACT Rel ating to education prograns for teachers of the deaf and
hard of hearing; and addi ng new sections to chapter 28B. 76 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 28B. 76 RCW
under the subchapter heading "Part IlIl - Education Services
Adm ni stration” to read as follows:

(1) The legislature finds that inproving education and services for
children who are deaf or hard of hearing requires a corps of highly
trained teachers, know edgeable of the nobst recent research and
pedagogy, and conpetent to address the full range of conmunication and
educati onal options for their students.

(2) The legislature also finds that the preservice training and
pr of essi onal devel opnment necessary to create such a corps of teachers
are not currently available through teacher preparation or in-service
prograns i n Washi ngton

(3) Therefore the legislature intends to provide an incentive for
institutions of higher education to devel op curricula, design education
and training prograns, and use innovative service delivery nodels for
teachers of the deaf and hard of hearing.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 28B. 76 RCW
under the subchapter heading "Part 111 - Education Services
Adm ni stration” to read as follows:

(1) Subject to legislative appropriation, the higher education
coordi nati ng board nmay award, on a conpetitive basis, grants to public
institutions of higher education or consortia of institutions to
devel op education prograns for teachers of the deaf and hard of
heari ng.

(2) The board shall develop guidelines for grant proposals,
i ncl udi ng:

(a) Developing interdisciplinary curricula that cover the ful
range of comruni cation options for deaf and hard of hearing children,
including oral conmuni cati on, American  sign | anguage, t ot al
communi cation, and ot her conmuni cati on nodes. Program curricula shal
al so address the full range of education for deaf and hard of hearing
chil dren, including early intervention services, education in
mai nstream cl assroons, and education in separate |earning environnents
with ot her deaf and hard of hearing students;

(b) Using service delivery nodels that reach future and current
teachers across the state in a cost-effective manner; and

(c) Incorporating the curricula into both teacher preparation and
i n-service prograns and addressing the needs of both classroomteachers
and itinerant teachers.

(3) Priority shall be given to proposals from consortia of
institutions working in coll aboration and proposals with the greatest
potential to reach a maxi num nunber of teachers across the state.

--- END ---
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