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HOUSE BI LL 1175

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives MCoy, Buri, dibborn, Mrrell, Wod, Hunt,
Appl eton, Chase, Darneille and O nsby

Read first tinme 01/18/2005. Referred to Commttee on Judiciary.

AN ACT Relating to disposition of human remains; and anendi ng RCW
68. 50. 160.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW68.50.160 and 1993 ¢ 297 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) A person has the right to control the disposition of his or her
own remains wthout the predeath or postdeath consent of another
person. A valid witten docunent expressing the decedent's w shes
regarding the place or nethod of disposition of his or her remains,
signed by the decedent in the presence of a witness, is sufficient
| egal authorization for the procedures to be acconpli shed.

(2) Prearrangenents that are prepaid, or filed with a licensed
funeral establishnent or cenetery authority, wunder RCW 18.39.280
t hrough 18. 39. 345 and chapter 68.46 RCWare not subject to cancellation
or substantial revision by survivors. Absent actual know edge of
contrary |legal authorization under this section, a licensed funera
establishment or cenetery authority shall not be held crimnally nor
civilly liable for acting upon such prearrangenents.
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(3) If the decedent has not nmade a prearrangenent as set forth in
subsection (2) of this section or the costs of executing the decedent's
w shes regarding the disposition of the decedent's remains exceeds a
reasonabl e anount or directions have not been given by the decedent,
the right to control the disposition of the remains of a deceased
person vests in, and the duty of disposition and the liability for the
reasonabl e cost of preparation, care, and disposition of such renains
devol ves upon the following in the order naned:

(a) The surviving spouse.

(b) The surviving adult children of the decedent.

(c) The surviving parents of the decedent.

(d) The surviving siblings of the decedent.

(e) A person acting as a representative of the decedent under the
si gned aut horization of the decedent.

(4) 1f any person to whomthe right of control has vested pursuant
to subsection (3) of this section has been charged with first or second
degree nurder or first degree manslaughter in connection with the
decedent's death, the right of control is relinquished and passed on in
accordance wth subsection (3) of this section.

(5) The liability for the reasonable cost of preparation, care, and
di sposition devolves jointly and severally upon all kin of the decedent
in the sanme degree of kindred, in the order listed in subsection (3) of
this section, and upon the estate of the decedent.

~-- END ---
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