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HOUSE BI LL 1237

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Newhouse, Cody, Cenents, Bailey, Roach, Morrell,
Lovi ck, Sinmpson, Miurray, Chase, Kagi and Wl l ace

Read first time 01/19/2005. Referred to Commttee on Transportation.

AN ACT Rel ating to specialized comercial vehicles used for patient
transportation; anending RCW 18. 73.030; and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:
NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that requiring all

patients who need to travel in a prone or supine position but are
medically stable, to be transported by anbulance can be overly

restrictive to individuals with disabilities. These individuals
frequently travel by means of reclining wheelchairs or devices comonly
referred to as banana carts. Expandi ng travel options for these
individuals wll give them greater opportunities for nobility and

reduce their costs of travel

Sec. 2. RCW18.73.030 and 2000 ¢ 93 s 16 are each anended to read
as follows:

Unless a different nmeaning is plainly required by the context, the
follow ng words and phrases as used in this chapter shall have the
meani ngs i ndi cat ed.

(1) "Secretary" neans the secretary of the departnent of health.

(2) "Departnment” neans the departnment of health.
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(3) "Conmttee" neans the enmergency nedical services |licensing and
certification advisory conmttee.

(4) "Anmbul ance" neans a ground or air vehicle designed and used to
transport the ill and injured and to provide personnel, facilities, and
equi pnent to treat patients before and during transportation.

(5) "Aid vehicle" neans a vehicle used to carry aid equi pnent and
individuals trained in first aid or energency nedi cal procedure.

(6) "Energency nedical technician"” nmeans a person who is authorized
by the secretary to render energency nedical care pursuant to RCW
18. 73. 081.

(7) "Anmbul ance service" nmeans an organi zation that operates one or
nor e anbul ances.

(8) "Aid service" neans an organi zati on that operates one or nore
ai d vehicl es.

(9) "Energency nedical service" neans nedical treatnent and care
whi ch may be rendered at the scene of any nedical energency or while
transporting any patient in an anbulance to an appropriate nedica
facility, i ncl udi ng anbul ance transportation bet ween medi cal
facilities.

(10) "Conmmuni cations system neans a radio and |andline network
whi ch provides rapid public access, coordinated central dispatching of
servi ces, and coordination of personnel, equipnent, and facilities in
an energency nedical services and trauna care system

(11) "Prehospital patient care protocols”" neans the witten
procedure adopted by the energency nedical services nedical program
director which direct the out-of-hospital energency care of the

energency patient which includes the trauna care patient. These
procedures shall be based upon the assessnent of the patient's nedi cal
needs and what treatnment wll be provided for enmergency conditions.
The protocols shall neet or exceed statew de mninum standards

devel oped by the departnent in rule as authorized in chapter 70.168
RCW

(12) "Patient care procedures" neans witten operating guidelines
adopted by the regional energency nedical services and trauma care
council, in consultation with the |ocal energency nedical services and
trauma care councils, energency conmmunication centers, and the
energency nedi cal services nedical programdirector, in accordance with
statewi de mninmum standards. The patient care procedures shal
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identify the level of nedical care personnel to be dispatched to an
energency scene, procedures for triage of patients, the |level of trauma
care facility to first receive the patient, and the nane and | ocation
of other trauma care facilities to receive the patient should an
interfacility transfer be necessary. Procedures on interfacility
transfer of patients shall be consistent with the transfer procedures
in chapter 70.170 RCW

(13) "Energency nedical services nedical programdirector” nmeans a
person who is an approved nedical program director as defined by RCW
18. 71. 205( 4) .

(14) "Council"™ means the |local or regional energency nedical
services and trauma care council as authorized under chapter 70.168
RCW

(15) "Basic |ife support™ neans noninvasive energency nedical
services requiring basic nedical treatnent skills as defined in chapter
18. 73 RCW

(16) "Advanced life support" neans invasive energency nedical
services requiring advanced nedical treatnent skills as defined by
chapter 18.71 RCW

(17) "First responder” nmeans a person who is authorized by the
secretary to render energency nedical care as defined by RCW18. 73. 081

(18) "Stretcher" neans a cart designed to serve as a litter for the
transportation of a patient in a prone or supine position as is
commonly used in the anbul ance industry, such as wheeled stretchers,
portable stretchers, stair chairs, solid backboards, scoop stretchers,
basket stretchers, or flexible stretchers. The term does not include
personal nobility aids that recline at an angle or remain at a flat
position, that are owned or |leased for a period of at |east one week by
the individual using the equipnent or the individual's guardian or
representative, such as wheelchairs, personal gurneys, or
banana carts.

~-- END ---

p. 3 HB 1237



	Section 1.
	Section 2.

