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HOUSE BI LL 1264

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Kenney, Wod, Chase, Sells, D ckerson, Kessler,
Kirby, Conway, Morrell, Hunt, Hasegawa, Santos, Kagi and Mlintire

Read first tinme 01/19/2005. Referred to Commttee on Comrmerce & Labor.

AN ACT Relating to nonconpetition agreenents involving the
broadcasting i ndustry; adding a new section to chapter 49.44 RCW and
decl ari ng an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 49.44 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The definitions in this subsection apply throughout this
section unless the context clearly requires otherw se.

(a) "Enployee" neans an enployee of a broadcasting industry
enpl oyer other than a sales or managenent enpl oyee.

(b) "Broadcasting industry" nmeans television, radio, cable stations
and networks, and other electronic platforns designed to distribute
el ectronic signals normally containing news, entertainnment, and/or
i nformati onal progranm ng.

(c) "Nonconpetition clause”" neans a covenant not to conpete,
restrictive covenant, or any agreenent in which the applicant,
enpl oyee, or independent contractor agrees for a specific period of
time wwthin a specific geographic area to refrain from enpl oynent that
conpetes with the broadcasting industry enpl oyer.
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(2) Unless permtted in this subsection, no broadcasting industry

enpl oyer shall require any applicant, enployee, or independent
contractor to enter an enploynent contract containing a nonconpetition
cl ause. This subsection does not prevent the enforcenent of a

nonconpetition clause during the term of an enploynent contract in
exi stence on the effective date of this act or against an enpl oyee who
breaches an enpl oynent contract.

(3) A nonconpetition clause nmay not be enforced agai nst an enpl oyee
who is term nated wi thout cause by the enpl oyer before the expiration
of an enpl oynent agreenent.

(4) Any person or entity violating subsection (2) of this section
is liable for civil danmages and reasonabl e attorneys' fees and costs.

(5) Nothing in this section restricts the right of an enployer to
protect trade secrets or other proprietary information by | awful neans
in equity or under applicable |aw

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. This act is necessary for the immediate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnent and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
i mredi atel y.

~-- END ---
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