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HOUSE BI LL 1284

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Meller, Wallace, Curtis, Fronmhold and MDernott

Read first tinme 01/ 20/2005. Referred to Commttee on Local Governnent.

AN ACT Relating to the inplenentation of a local surcharge on
consuner firewrks to support enforcenent of consuner fireworks
regul ations by counties, cities, and towns; and creating new sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The legislature finds that the use of
| egal, consuner fireworks by many conmunities is an integral part of
their New Year's and Fourth of July cel ebrati ons.

(2) Counties, cities, and towns that allow the sale of consuner
fireworks expend considerable resources in enforcing state and | oca
consuner fireworks regul ati ons during the peak holiday periods of New
Year's and Fourth of July. Since effective enforcenent helps to ensure
the safe and responsible use of consuner fireworks, the |egislature
finds that counties, cities, and towns would benefit from a revenue
source to support local enforcenent efforts.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) As an additional surcharge, the
|l egislative authority of any county, city, or town may adopt an
ordi nance that inposes a surcharge on consuner fireworks, as defined by
RCW 70.77.136, within its jurisdiction, whereby sellers of consuner
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fireworks, who operate under an approved | ocal permt, shall remt such
tax receipts directly to the county, city, or town that inposes the
sal es tax.

(2) Any surcharge on consuner fireworks inposed by a county al one
shall not apply to the sale of consuner fireworks within a city or town
| ocated in the county, but the tax rate established by a county, if
any, shall constitute the tax rate through the unincorporated areas of
t he county.

(3) The legislative authority of any county, city, or town may not
i npose a surcharge on consuner fireworks in an anount greater than four
percent .

(4)(a) The prem ses and paraphernalia, and all the books and
records of any seller of consuner fireworks, who operates under an
approved local permt, and any person, conpany, association, or
organi zation receiving profits therefrom or having any interest
therein, is subject to inspection and audit at any reasonable tine,
with or without notice, upon demand, by an agent of any county, city,
or town that inposes a sales tax on consuner fireworks, for the purpose
of determ ning conpliance or nonconpliance with this section and any
rules or local regulations or ordinances adopted pursuant thereto.

(b) A reasonable tine for the purpose of this section shall be:

(1) If the itens or records to be inspected or audited are | ocated
anywhere upon a prem ses any portion of which is regularly open to the
public or nenbers and guests, any tinme when the prem ses are so open,
or at which they are usually open; or

(i) If the itenms or records to be inspected or audited are not
| ocated upon a prem ses set out in (b)(i) of this subsection, any tine
bet ween the hours of eight a.m and nine p.m, Mnday through Friday.

(5) Counties, cities, and towns that collect the surcharge on
consuner fireworks authorized in this section shall use such taxes
primarily for the education regarding and the enforcenent of state and
| ocal fireworks regul ations.

~-- END ---
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