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HOUSE BI LL 1352

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Kessler, DeBolt, Lantz, B. Sullivan, Arnstrong,
Newhouse, Hinkle, O nsby, Schindler, Kretz, Wod, Blake, Flannigan,
Buck, McCoy, WIIlianms and MDer nott

Read first time 01/20/2005. Referred to Commttee on Capital Budget.

AN ACT Relating to creating a historic county courthouse progran
adding a new section to chapter 27.34 RCW creating a new section;
maki ng an appropriation; providing an effective date; and declaring an
emer gency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that twenty-eight of
the state's thirty-nine currently operating county courthouses appear
to nmeet the state criteria as historic buildings. Washi ngton's
historic county courthouses are an wunsurpassed historical and
architectural collection reflecting civic pride, local heritage, and
mast er craftsnmanshi p. These buildings are intensively used by the
public as the seats of county governnent and as judicial and crim nal
justice centers. As anchors of the downtown comrercial cores of their
comunities, these courthouses strengthen |local comerce, attract
tourism and provide a sense of identity. Capital inprovenments to
these | andmarks are needed to protect their safety and historic and
architectural integrity.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 27.34 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The historic county courthouse grant programis established for
the protection and preservation of +the state's historic county
court houses.

(2) The historic county courthouse account is created in the state
treasury. Legi sl ative appropriations for the purpose of the historic
county courthouse grant program shall be deposited to the account
Moneys in the account may be spent only after appropriation.
Expenditures from the account shall be used exclusively to fund the
hi storic county courthouse grant program

(3) The office of archaeol ogy and historic preservation within the
departnment of comunity, trade, and econom c developnent shall
adm nister the historic county courthouse grant program No nore than
one percent of the expenditures from the historic county courthouse
account may be used for the adm nistrative purposes of the departnent.
Al'l other expenditures fromthe account shall be for grants to be nade
to counties for the protection and preservation of courthouses that
nmeet the eligibility requirenents for listing on the Washington
heritage register established under RCW 27. 34.220. Counties receiVving
grants under this section shall provide an equal anount of matching
funds from public or private sources.

(4) By Cctober 1, 2005, the departnent shall establish eligibility
criteria and a grant application process. Grants may be made for
courthouse protection and preservation, including character defining
architectural features, general repairs, system upgrades, paynents for
renovations conpl eted since January 1, 2003, and inprovenents to access
and accommodati ons for persons with disabilities. Al rehabilitation
work shall conply with the federal departnent of the interior's
standards for rehabilitation. Grants shall not be wused for
expendi tures for courthouse nmai ntenance. Only counties with historic
courthouses that continue to maintain county functions are eligible for
grants under this section.

(5 The office of archaeology and historic preservation shall
establish an historic courthouse advisory board that includes two
county elected officials appointed by the Washi ngton state associ ati on
of counties, two county elected officials appointed by the Washi ngton
association of county officials, a representative of a statew de
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historic preservation organization, a representative from a county
heritage comm ssion that is a certified |ocal governnent, a nenber of
the senate appointed by the president of the senate, a nenber of the
house of representatives appointed by the speaker of the house of
representatives, a nenber of the state advisory council on historic
preservation, and up to three at-large nenbers wth expertise in
architecture, archi tectural hi story, construction, construction
managenent, engi neering, planning, or a related field.

(6) If available funds in the account exceed eligible courthouse
grant recipients, historic county-owned facilities such as libraries,
museuns, and hospitals may apply for grants using the sane criteria.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. The sum of twenty mllion dollars, or as
much thereof as nmay be necessary, is appropriated for the biennium
endi ng June 30, 2007, fromthe state building construction account to
the historic county courthouse account for the purposes of this act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. This act is necessary for the immediate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnent and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
July 1, 2005.

~-- END ---
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