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HOUSE BI LL 1427

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Roberts, Hinkle, Schual-Berke, Roach, Darneille,
C i bborn, Dickerson, P. Sullivan, Kagi, Pettigrew, O Brien, WIIians,

O nmsby, Mrrell, Chase, Santos and Hai gh
Read first tinme 01/ 24/ 2005. Referred to Commttee on Health Care.

AN ACT Relating to postpartum depression; adding new sections to
chapter 43.121 RCW and neki ng an appropriation.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 43.121 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The legislature finds that postpartum depression is a serious
condition that affects wonen of all ages, econom c status, and raci al
and ethnic backgrounds. Post partum depression includes a range of
physi cal and enotional changes that many nothers can have follow ng the
birth of a child, which can be treated with nedi cati on and counseli ng.
|f wuntreated, however, postpartum depression can l|lead to further
depression, self-destructive behavior, or even suicide, as well as
child abuse, neglect, or death of the infant or other siblings.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 43.121 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The council shall conduct a proactive, public information and
communi cati on outreach canpai gn concerning the significance, signs, and
treat nent of postpartum depression.
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The public information canpaign may, wthin available funds,
i ncl ude production and distribution of a brochure and conmuni cati on by
el ectronic nedia, tel ephone hotlines, and existing parenting education
events funded by the council.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. The sumof twenty-five thousand dollars, or
as much thereof as nay be necessary, is appropriated fromthe genera
fund to the children's trust fund for the fiscal year ending June 30,
2006, to carry out the purposes of this act.

~-- END ---
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