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HOUSE BI LL 1473

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on

By Represent ati ves Moel | er, WIIlians, Cody, Appl et on, Kagi ,
Pettigrew, Sinpson, D ckerson, MDernott, Santos, MlIntire and Chase

Read first time 01/25/2005. Referred to Commttee on Judiciary.

AN ACT Relating to safe storage of firearns; anending RCW
9A. 36. 050; adding a new section to chapter 9.41 RCW creating a new
section; and prescribing penalties.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCWO9A 36.050 and 1997 ¢ 338 s 45 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) A person is guilty of reckless endangernent when he or she
reckl essly engages in conduct not anounting to drive-by shooting but
that creates a substantial risk of death or serious physical injury to
anot her person.

(2) Except as otherwise provided in this section, a person is
guilty of reckless endangernent if the person stores or |eaves a | oaded
firearm in a location where the person knows, or reasonably should
know, that a child is likely to gain access, and a child obtains
possession of the | oaded firearm

(3) Subsection (2) of this section does not apply if:

(a) The firearmis secured in a |ocked box, gun safe, other secure
| ocked storage space, or secured with a lock or any device that
prevents the firearm from di schargi ng;
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(b) The child's access to the firearmis supervised by an adult;

(c) The child's access to the firearmwas obtained as a result of
an unlawful entry; or

(d) The child's access to the firearm was in accordance with RCW
9.41.042.

(4) If a death or serious injury occurs as a result of an alleged
violation of subsection (2) of this section, the prosecuting attorney
may decline to prosecute, even though technically sufficient evidence
to prosecute exists, in situations where prosecution would serve no
public purpose, would defeat the purpose of the law in question, or
would result in decreased respect for the | aw

(5) For the purposes of this section:

(a) "Child" neans a person under the age of sixteen years; and

(b) The definitions in RCW9.41.010 apply throughout this section.

(6) Nothing in this section shall nmandate how or where a firearm
nust be st or ed.

(7) Reckl ess endangernent is a gross m sdeneanor.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 9.41 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) When selling any firearm every dealer shall offer to sell or
give the purchaser a | ocked box, gun safe, a |ock, or any device that
prevents the firearm from di scharging.

(2) Every store, shop, or sales outlet where firearns are sold
that is registered as a dealer in firearms with the departnent of
licensing, shall conspicuously post, in a promnent |ocation so that
all patrons may take notice, the followi ng warning sign, to be provided
by the departnent of licensing, in block letters at |east one inch in
hei ght :

“I'T 1'S UNLAWFUL TO STORE OR LEAVE AN UNSECURED, LOADED FI REARM
WHERE A CHI LD CAN AND DCES OBTAI N POSSESSI ON. "

(3) Every person who violates this section is guilty of a class 3
civil infraction under chapter 7.80 RCW and may be fined up to fifty
dollars. However, no such fines may be levied until thirty days have
expired fromthe tinme warning signs are distributed by the departnent
of |icensing.

(4) Nothing in this section shall mandate how or where a firearm
nmust be stored.
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1 NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. This act nmay be known and cited as "The Safe
2 Kids Act of 2005."

~-- END ---
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