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HOUSE BI LL 1593

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Linville, Cenents, Pettigrew, O Brien, Hasegawa,
Grant, Kenney, MDernott, MDonald, Chase, Skinner, WIIlians, Santos,
Schual - Ber ke and Kagi

Read first time 01/28/2005. Referred to Committee on Econonic
Devel opnment, Agriculture & Trade.

AN ACT Rel ating to expansion of farners market nutrition prograns;
creating a new section; and maki ng appropriations.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that:

(1) The farmers market nutrition prograns pronote health, alleviate
hunger, prevent obesity, and encourage the devel opnent of good eating
habits by enabling |owinconme wonen to purchase locally grown fresh
fruit and vegetables for thenselves and their young children and | ow
i ncone and honebound seniors to purchase locally grown fresh fruit and
vegetables for thenselves through farners markets, congregate neals
sites, and senior housing. Wnen and children in twenty-three counties
and seniors in thirty-five counties of the state are presently able to
participate in the program

(2) The farmers market nutrition prograns support small farners and
rural econom es through the pronotion of Washington state agriculture.
Farmers market nutrition prograns increase sales of Wshington grown
fruits and vegetables, increase narketing opportunities for | ocal
farms, strengthen | ocal economes and communities, preserve farnlands,
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reduce energy usage and pollutants, and pronote collaboration anpbng
agriculture, health, and social service and food assistance prograns.

(3) Lowincone wonen and children, |lowincone seniors, farnmers
mar kets, and agencies admnistering the farners market nutrition
prograns will be denied the opportunity to participate in com ng years
because of cuts at the federal level and | ack of sufficient state funds
to continue current programlevels.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. During the 2005-2007 biennium an additiona
four hundred thousand dollars from the general fund--state are
appropriated to the departnent of health to maintain 2004 participation
| evels for the farnmers market nutrition programfor wonen, infants, and
children. During the 2005-2007 bi ennium seven hundred fifty thousand
dollars fromthe general fund--state are appropriated to the depart nent
of social and health services to maintain 2004 participation |evels for
the senior farners market nutrition program
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