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HOUSE BI LL 1611

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives B. Sul |'i van, Upt hegr ove, WIlians, Chase,
D ckerson, Linville and MDernott

Read first tinme 01/31/2005. Referred to Committee on Natural
Resour ces, Ecol ogy & Parks.

AN ACT Relating to creating an invasive species council; and addi ng
a new chapter to Title 77 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that:

(1) The land, water, and other resources of Washington are being
severely inpacted by the invasion of an increasing nunber of harnful,
i nvasi ve plant, animal, and other species.

(2) These inpacts are resulting in danage to Wshington's
envi ronnent and causing economc hardships to public, private, and
tribal owners.

(3) The nultitude of public and private organizations with an
interest in controlling and preventing the spread of harnful invasive
speci es in Washi ngton need a nechani sm for cooperation, comuni cati on,
col | aborati on, and devel oping a statewi de plan of action to neet this
t hreat.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) There is created in the office of the
governor the Washi ngton invasi ve species council.
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(2) The purpose of the Washi ngton invasive species council is to
provide policy level direction, planning, and coordination for
conbating harnful invasive species throughout the state and preventing
the introduction of others that may be potentially harnful.

(3) The Washington invasive species council is a joint effort
bet ween |l ocal, tribal, state, and federal governnents, as well as the
private sector and nongovernnental organizations. The purpose of the
Washi ngton invasive species council is to foster cooperation
communi cation, and coordi nated approaches that support |ocal, state,
and regional initiatives for the prevention and control of invasive
species, not to usurp the individual mssion of any of its nenber
organi zations or to duplicate effort. Existing statutory authorities
of state agencies participating in the Wshington invasive species
council are not changed by this chapter.

(4) For the purposes of this chapter, "invasive species" include
nonnative organi sns that cause econom c or environnmental harm and are
capabl e of spreading to new areas of the state. "I nvasi ve species"
does not include donestic |ivestock, intentionally planted agronomc
crops, or nonharnful exotic organisns.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. (1) Menbership in the Washington invasive
species council includes a representative from the followng state
entities:

(a) The Washington state departnent of agriculture, represented by
the director or the director's designee;

(b) The Washi ngton departnent of fish and wildlife, represented by
the director or the director's designee;

(c) The departnent of ecol ogy, represented by the director or the
director's designee;

(d) The departnment of natural resources, represented by the
comm ssi oner or the comm ssioner's designee;

(e) The departnment of transportation, represented by the secretary
of transportation or the secretary's designee;

(f) The University of Wshington, appointed by the wuniversity
presi dent;

(g) Washington State University, appointed by the wuniversity
presi dent;
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(h) The parks and recreation comm ssion, represented by the
director or the director's designee;

(i) The Puget Sound water quality action team represented by the
director or the director's designee;

(j) The department of community, trade, and econoni c devel opnent,
represented by the director or the director's designee;

(k) The Washington state patrol, represented by the chief of the
state patrol or the chief's designee;

(I') The aquatic nuisance species commttee, appointed by the
committee;

(m The Washington biodiversity council, appointed by the
bi odi versity council;

(n) The conservation comm ssion, appoi nted by the conm ssion;

(o) The pesticide advisory board created in RCW 17.21.230,
appoi nted by the board; and

(p) The Washi ngton state noxious weed control board, appointed by
t he board.

(2) Representatives and nenbers of the follow ng federal entities
must be invited to participate in an ex officio capacity on the
Washi ngton invasive species council:

(a) The United States forest service;

(b) The United States natural resource conservation service;

(c) The farm servi ce agency;

(d) The animal and plant health inspection service;

(e) The United States bureau of |and nmanagenent;

(f) The United States bureau of reclamation;

(g) The United States geol ogical survey;

(h) The United States fish and wildlife service;

(1) The United States national park service;

(Jj) The United States bureau of Indian affairs;

(k) The national oceanic and atnospheric adm nistration;

(1) Washi ngton sea grant;

(m The United States environnmental protection agency;

(n) The United States departnent of energy;

(o) The United States departnent of defense;

(p) The United States coast guard,

(q) The United States army corps of engineers; and

(r) Fort Lew s.
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(3) Two representatives fromtribes nmust be invited to participate
on the advisory panel, one representative of tribes on the west side of
the state, and one representative of tribes on the east side of the
state.

(4) A representative from each of the follow ng | ocal governnment
organi zations nust be invited to participate in an ex officio capacity
on the Washi ngton invasi ve species council:

(a) The associ ation of WAshington cities;

(b) The WaAshi ngton association of counties (one east side and one
west side); and

(c) The Washi ngton association of state conservation districts.

Each organi zation shall select their representative.

(5) The governor nust appoint representatives from private and

nongover nnental organi zati ons. The organizations should have an
interest in the prevention and eradication of invasive species, and
participate on the Washi ngton i nvasive species council in an ex officio

capacity. The governor shall make appoi ntnments based upon input from
the identified entities:

(a) Two nenbers shall represent the agricultural industry;

(b) One nmenber shall represent the nursery or | andscape industry;

(c) One nenber shall represent aquatic conservation interests;

(d) One nenber shall represent | and conservation interests;

(e) One nenber shall represent envi ronnent al conservation
i nterests;

(f) One nenber shall represent native vegetation interests;

(g One nenber shall represent either wildlife or hunting and
fishing interests, or both;

(h) One nenber shall represent the pet/aquarium industry, or
zool ogi cal organi zati ons;

(1) One nenber shall represent either the port or the shipping
i ndustry, or both;

(j) One nenber fromthe shellfish industry;

(k) One nenber fromthe industrial forest |andowners industry;

(1) One nenber fromthe nonindustrial forest |andowners industry;

(m One nenber representing the Pacific Northwest econom c region;
and

(n) One nenber representing the aquacul ture industry.
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(6) Additional nmenbers may be added by consensus of the WAshi ngton
i nvasi ve species council. Any additional state agencies nust be
represented by their director or the director's designee. Additiona
menbers that represent private or nongovernnental organizations nust be
appoi nted by the governor.

(7) Menbers identified in subsections (1) through (6) of this
section serve three-year terns. The governor or other appropriate
appoi nting authority may reappoint a nenber to nore than one three-year
term

(8) A representative of the governor's office nust convene the
first organizational neeting of the Wshington invasive species

council, and serve as chair until the Wshington invasive species
council selects a chair. At the first organizational neeting of the
Washi ngton invasive species council, the council shall adopt bylaws to
address issues including, but not limted to, nethod of voting,

schedul e for neetings, and subconm ttee structure.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. The Washington invasive species council's
goal shall be to:

(1) Mnimze the effects of harnful invasive species on Washi ngton
citizens and ensuring the econom c and environnental well-being of the
st at e;

(2) Serve as a nonpartisan forumfor identifying and understandi ng
i nvasi ve species issues fromall perspectives;

(3) Serve as a nonpartisan forumfor identifying and understandi ng
i nvasi ve species issues fromall perspectives;

(4) Serve as a nonpartisan forumto facilitate the conmunication
cooperation, and coordination of local, tribal, state, federal,
private, and nongovernnmental entities for the prevention, control, and
managenent of nonnative invasive species;

(5) Take neasures that w Il encourage prevention and control of
har nf ul i nvasive species and inprove conpliance wth current
| egislation regarding the introduction and control of invasive species;

(6) Coordinate a systemfor the early detection and eradication of
new i nvasi ve speci es;

(7) Consider ways to halt the spread of invasive species as well as
finding possible ways to bring current problens under control;
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(8) Consider nethods for data sharing, including control nethods,
inventory, and nonitoring of invasive species;

(9) Serve as an avenue for public outreach and raising public
awar eness;

(10) Develop and inplenent a statew de invasive species strategic
pl an as described in this chapter;

(11) Make recomrendations for |egislation as appropriate;

(12) Establish criteria for the prioritization of invasive species
response actions and projects; and

(13) Uilize the process described in subsection (9) of this
section, select at |east one project per year fromthe strategic plan
for coordinated action by the Wshington invasive species council
menber entities.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. (1) The Washington invasive species counci
shal |l develop and periodically update a statew de strategic plan for
addressi ng i nvasive species. The strategic plan should incorporate the
reports and activities of the aquatic nui sance species commttee, the
bi odi versity council, the state noxi ous weed control board, and other
appropriate reports. Each state departnent and agency nanmed to the
Washi ngton invasive species council shall conduct an evaluation of its
current statutory authorities, rules, and prograns relevant to invasive
speci es control and include the evaluation in the strategic plan.

(2) The strategic plan nust address the follow ng el enents, but the
Washi ngton invasive species council may add other elenents as it deens
necessary:

(a) Statew de coordination and intergovernnental cooperation

(b) Prevention of new biological invasions through deliberate
import or introduction or through unintentional pathways;

(c) I'nventory and nonitoring of invasive species;

(d) Early detection of and rapid response to new i nvasi ons;

(e) Control, managenent, and eradication of established popul ations
of invasive species;

(f) Consideration of revegetation, reclamation, or restoration of
native species efforts followng control, or eradication of invasive
speci es;

(g) Public education;

(h) Research; and
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(1) Funding and resources available for invasive species
prevention, control, and managenent.

(3) Using the evaluation identified in subsection (1) of this
section, the Washington invasive species council nust identify gaps in
statutory authority and deficiencies in inplenentation of existing
state law, and recommend changes.

(4) The strategic plan nust be updated at |east once every three

years followng its initial developnent. The strategic plan nust be
submtted to the governor and appropriate commttees of the |egislature
by January 15th of the applicable year. The Washi ngton invasive

speci es council shall conplete the first plan within two years of the
effective date of this section

(5) Each state departnment and agency naned to the WAashington
i nvasi ve species council shall, consistent with state |aw, nmake best
efforts to inplenent elenents of the conpleted plan that are applicable
to the departnent or agency.

(6) The Washi ngton invasive species council shall submt an annual
report of its activities to the governor and the relevant policy
committees of the legislature on January 15, 2006, and provide an
annual report on its activities by January 15th each year thereafter.
The annual report mnust include an evaluation of progress made in the
preceding year to inplenent the state strategic plan.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. The Washington invasive species council may
establ i sh advi sory and technical commttees that it considers necessary
to aid and advise the Wshington invasive species council in the
performance of its functions. The commttees may be continuing or
tenporary committ ees. The Washi ngton invasive species council shal
determ ne the representation, nenbership, ternms, and organization of
the commttees and appoint their nenbers.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. The Washington invasive species council
account is created in the custody of the state treasurer. All receipts
from appropriations, gifts, grants, and donations nust be deposited
into the account. Expenditures fromthe account may be used only for
grants and | oans as descri bed under this chapter and for other purposes
as authorized by this chapter. Only the chair of the Washington
i nvasive species council or the chair's designee my authorize
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expenditures from the account. The account is subject to allotnent
procedures under chapter 43.88 RCW but an appropriation is not
required for expenditures.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 8. Sections 1 through 7 of this act constitute
a new chapter in Title 77 RCW

~-- END ---

HB 1611 p. 8



	Section 1.
	Section 2.
	Section 3.
	Section 4.
	Section 5.
	Section 6.
	Section 7.
	Section 8.

