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HOUSE BI LL 1680

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Upthegrove, Jarrett, Moeller, B. Sullivan, Kirby,
Cody, McDernott, Haler, Santos, Schual -Berke, Kenney and Sinpson

Read first tinme 02/01/2005. Referred to Commttee on Local Governnent.

AN ACT Relating to the creation of pilot projects for the pronotion
of safe nei ghborhoods through nore effective community planning; addi ng
a new chapter to Title 70 RCW and creating a new secti on.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that:

(1) The state can enhance the safety of our neighborhoods by
encouragi ng | ocal governnents to inplenent community planning policies
and environnental design concepts intended to reduce the opportunities
for crime and thus pronote public security. WMbdel approaches to crine
prevention through environnmental and conmunity planning processes,
such as those pronoted by the crinme prevention through environnenta
desi gn novenent, provide an opportunity for our communities to reduce
crime at the neighborhood level. By making crine reduction a priority
in the planning and organi zati on of our nei ghborhoods, communities can
begi n to shape nei ghborhood environnents in such a way as to di scourage
crim nal behavi or;

(2) Local governnments can utilize appropriate environnmental design,
community prograns, architectural concepts, |and use policies, building
codes, zoning l|laws, and comunity developnment policies in order to
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create physical environments conducive to increasing public safety. In
doing so, | ocal governnents can facilitate the <creation of
nei ghbor hoods that discourage crimnal activity and enhance the sense
of personal safety to which our citizens are entitled; and

(3) To this end, local governnents should be provided with the
opportunity to obtain assistance from the state for the purpose of
adopting or revising conmunity planning processes to include concepts
and policies designed to achieve the goal of inproving neighborhood
safety and security. This goal should be acconplished through
communi ty-based pilot projects funded through matching funds to be
i npl enented through a grant process adm ni stered by the departnent of
community, trade, and econon c devel opnent.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. The definitions in this section apply
t hroughout this chapter unless the context clearly requires otherw se.

(1) "Departnent” mneans the departnent of community, trade, and
econom ¢ devel opnent .

(2) "Local governnment" neans a city, code city, town, or county.

(3) "Safe neighborhood planning" neans policies, community
prograns, plans, ordinances, rules, regulations, and studies relating
to conprehensive planning for the creation of safe neighborhoods and
crime reduction through the inplenentation of innovative environnent al
design and planning principles. Such planning may involve both public
and private developnent projects, and should involve coordination
between the public and private sectors. The conponents of safe
nei ghbor hood planning may include, but are not limted to:

(a) The physical design of neighborhood environnments, including
public and private infrastructure, buildings, streets, sidewalKks,
parks, lighting, parking areas, and other facilities;

(b) The application of innovative planning and design concepts with
respect to the devel opnent of building codes and zoni ng regul ati ons;

(c) Land use policies;

(d) The criteria for the approval of building permts;

(e) The various environnental design principles devel oped by the
crime prevention through environnental design novenent; and

(f) Comrunity crinme prevention progranms involving coordination
bet ween | ocal | aw enforcenent agencies and property owners.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. (1) Subject to funding nmade avail able for
this purpose, the departnment shall include in its program of technical
and financial assistance established in RCW 36.70A. 190, two pilot
projects created by | ocal governnments to encourage and facilitate both
the study and i npl enentati on of safe nei ghborhood planning. Priority
shoul d be given to prograns:

(a) Aned at facilitating inprovenents to existing private
properties for the purpose of crinme prevention;

(b) Integrated into a conprehensive crime prevention and property
i nprovenent plan; and

(c) Involving a partnership between the public and private sectors.

(2) The departnent shall include in its grant program under RCW
36. 70A. 190, direct financial assistance to |ocal governments for the
i npl ementation of two pilot projects for safe nei ghborhood planning
under this chapter. Such financial assistance shall be provided in the
form of matching funds which shall be distributed on a dollar-for-
dol | ar basi s.

(3) The grants made under this chapter nmay be expended for any
purpose directly related to the study, preparation, or inplenentation
of safe neighborhood planning by a local governnent, including the
conducting of studies and other data gathering, nmanagenent activities,
the training of public enployees, the retention of planning
consultants, and other rel ated purposes. Local governnents may all ow
the participation of neighborhood associations in the study, planning,
or inplenentation of a safe nei ghborhood pl anning program

(4) The departnent shall include in its program of technical
assi stance, established under RCW 36. 70A. 190, the devel opnent of safe
nei ghbor hood pl anni ng.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. The departnent of comrunity, trade, and
econom ¢ devel opnent shall nake a witten report to the house of
representatives local governnent commttee by Decenber 1, 2005,
containing a description and evaluation of the pilot projects
i npl emrented under this act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. Sections 1 through 3 of this act constitute
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