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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 1737

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Committee on Health Care (originally sponsored by
Representatives Schual - Ber ke, Cody, Cl i bbor n, Fr omhol d, Bai | ey,
Wods, Meller, Darneille and Hal er)

READ FI RST TI ME 03/ 04/ 05.

AN ACT Relating to public health inprovenent; and creating new
secti ons.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that:

(1) The public health system as defined in RCW 43.70.575 is
essential to fulfilling the state's constitutional responsibility to
protect the health and safety of its citizens.

(2) The popul ati on-based services provided by the public health
system are cost-effective and are critical in inproving the value of
public investnents in all types of health services and in controlling
heal th care costs.

(3) Qur state public health system |l acks the capacity to fulfil
its critical functions with respect to well understood health threats
such as inpure air and water, unsanitary living conditions, unsafe
food, and i nadequate rates of immuni zation.

(4) The public health system |acks the capacity to address the
energing health threats of the 21st century including bioterrorism and
ot her energencies, health disparities, the spread of drug-resistant
tuberculosis, HYV, SARS, Wst Nle virus, and other infectious
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di seases, and the predictable increases of heart disease, cancer,
di abetes, and other diseases that wll result from tobacco and ot her
drug addiction, poor diet, and inadequate exercise.

(5) According to the provisions of chapter 43.70 RCWthe depart nent
of health has developed a public health inprovenent plan, in
consultation with local health jurisdictions, the state board of
health, and other state agencies, health services providers, and
citizens concerned about public health.

(6) The public health inprovenent plan includes standards for al
el ements of the public health system and provides a detail ed accounting
of both performance and funding deficits in the current system
suggesting ways in which additional funds could be used to inprove that
system

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) There is hereby established the public
health financing task force. |Its nenbers shall include one nenber from
each caucus from the conmttee on health and the principal fisca
commttee of the house of representatives and senate. |n addition, one
representative of the office of the governor and one representative of
the departnent of health, one representative of the association of
counties, one representative of the association of |ocal public health
officials, one representative of the state board of health, and ot her
public health partners as requested by the chairs shall also serve as
nonvoti ng nmenbers. The task force shall appoint an executive conmttee
not to exceed four nmenbers from anpbng its voting nenbers and nmay
appoi nt such subcomm ttees, advisory groups, or other bodies as it sees
fit. Staffing assistance shall be provided by the house of
representatives office of programresearch, senate comrttee services,
and the joint legislative audit and review commttee. The departnent
of health and the office of the governor shall provide such staffing
assistance as may be reasonably required wthin their existing
resour ces.

(2) The task force shall recommend a source and | evel of dedicated
funding the | egislature should provide for public health services. The
recommendati on shall include nethods to ensure that such fundi ng does
not supplant existing federal, state, and | ocal funds received by any
el ement of the public health system
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(3) The task force shal
| egislature by July 1, 2006.

conplete a report to the governor and the

~-- END ---
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