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HOUSE BI LL 1764

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Dunshee and Si npson

Read first tine 02/ 04/ 2005. Referred to Comm ttee on Educati on.

AN ACT Rel ating to teacher certification; amendi ng RCW 28A. 410. 220;
creating a new section; and providing an effective date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that excellent
teachers are the backbone of the state's education system These
educators work tirelessly to give their students the academc skills
and know edge necessary to be successful in life. They also exhibit a
passion for learning and a deep sense of caring for their students.
The legislature also finds that teachers spend four to six or nore
years in college preparing to enter the classroom Many teachers enter
the profession wth nmaster's degrees. In addition to having
baccal aureate or advanced degrees, by |aw new teachers and experi enced
teachers from out-of-state are required to pass a basic skills test.
The legislature finds that the basic skills testing requirenment is
duplicative, neaningless, a waste of tinme, a needless expense, and a
barrier to the recruitnent of good educators.

Sec. 2. RCWZ28A. 410.220 and 2002 ¢ 92 s 2 are each anended to read
as foll ows:
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£2))) Beginning not later than Septenber 1, 2002, the Washi ngton
pr of essi onal educator standards board shall provide for the initial
piloting and inplenentation of a neans of assessing an applicant's
know edge in the subjects for which the applicant has applied for an
endorsement to his or her residency or professional teaching

certificate. The assessnment of subject know edge shall not include
i nstructional nethodol ogy. Beginning Septenber 1, 2005, passing this
assessnent shal | be required to receive an endorsenent for
certification purposes.

((63))) (2) The Washington professional educator standards board
may permt exceptions from the assessnent requirenents under
subsection((s)) (1) ((anrd—2))) of this section on a case-by-case
basi s.
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((64)y)) (38) The Washington professional educator standards board
shal |l provide for reasonable accomobdations for individuals who are
required to take the assessnments in subsection (1) ((e—2))) of this
section if the individuals have |l earning or other disabilities.

((65))) (4) Wth the exception of applicants exenpt from the
requi renents of subsection((s)) (1) ((ard—2>)) of this section, an
appl i cant must achi eve a m ni nrum assessnent score or scores established
by the Washi ngton professional educator standards board on each of the
assessnents under subsection((s)) (1) ((amre—2r)) of this section.

((66))) (5) The Washington professional educator standards board
and superintendent of public instruction, as determned by the
Washi ngt on prof essional educator standards board, may contract with one
or nore third parties for:

(a) The devel opnent, purchase, admnistration, scoring, and
reporting of scores of the assessnents established by the Washington
pr of essi onal educator standards board under subsection((s)) (1) ((and
£2))) of this section;

(b) Related clerical and adm nistrative activities; or

(c) Any conbination of the purposes in this subsection.

((6H)) (B6) Applicants for admssion to a Wshington teacher
preparation program and applicants for residency and professional
certificates who are required to successfully conplete one or nore of
t he assessnents under subsection((s)) (1) ((ard—+2})) of this section,
and who are charged a fee for the assessnent by a third party
contracted with under subsection (({6))) (5) of this section, shall pay
the fee charged by the contractor directly to the contractor. Such
fees shall be reasonably related to the actual costs of the contractor
in providing the assessnent.

((68))) (7) The superintendent of public instruction is responsible
for supervision and providing support services to admnister this
section.

((69Y)) (8) The Washington professional educator standards board
shall collaboratively select or develop and inplenent the assessnents
and mni mum assessnent scores required under this section with the
superintendent of public instruction and shall provide opportunities
for representatives of other interested educational organizations to
participate in the selection or devel opnent and inplenmentation of such
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assessnments in a manner deened appropriate by the Washington
pr of essi onal educat or standards board.

((28))) (9) The Washi ngton professional educator standards board
shal | adopt rul es under chapter 34.05 RCWthat are reasonably necessary
for the effective and efficient inplenentation of this section.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. This act takes effect August 1, 2005.

~-- END ---
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