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HOUSE BI LL 1777

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Schual-Berke, Cody, Darneille, O nsby, Morrell,
Green and Spri nger

Read first tinme 02/04/2005. Referred to Commttee on Judiciary.

AN ACT Relating to a study of alternatives for resolving disputes
related to injuries resulting from health care; and creating new
secti ons.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The legislature finds that there has
been significant controversy regarding the nost appropriate neans to
resol ve disputes related to injuries occurring as a result of health
care, and that an inpartial examnation of all of the issues
surrounding resolution of these disputes is needed. An inparti al
exam nation is an inportant conponent of efforts to address concerns
raised regarding the handling and outcome of disputes related to
injuries occurring as a result of health care in the current civil
liability system

(2) Through the establishment of a joint task force, the
| egislature intends to provide for an inpartial exam nation of issues
surroundi ng resolution of disputes related to injuries occurring as a
result of health care, with the goal of devel oping reconmendati ons for
pronpt resolution of these disputes that provides equitable results for
all of the individuals and entities involved.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) Ajoint task force is created to study
judicial and admnistrative alternatives for resolving disputes rel ated
to injuries occurring as a result of health care. The task force is
organi zed by the office of the governor. Menbers of the task force
shal | incl ude:

(a) One nenber fromeach of the two | argest caucuses of the house
of representatives, appointed by the speaker of the house of
representatives; and one nenber from each of the two | argest caucuses
of the senate, appointed by the president of the senate;

(b) The governor;

(c) The attorney general;

(d) Two judges representing the superior courts of WAshington state
appoi nted by the president of the superior court judges association
one of whomis froma superior court |ocated in eastern Washi ngton and
one of whomis froma superior court |ocated in western Washi ngton;

(e) A representative of the Washington state court of appeals,
appoi nted by the chief justice of the state suprene court;

(f) A retired judge who is actively involved in nediation or
arbitration of nmedical mal practice disputes, appointed by the governor;

(g) The secretary of the departnent of health;

(h) Two physician representatives of the Washi ngton state nedica
associ ation, appointed by that organization, one of whom has a nedi cal
practice and one of whom has a surgical practice. At |east one of the
physician representatives nust practice in a specialty that 1is
considered a high risk specialty for purposes of the availability and
cost of nedical nal practice insurance coverage;

(1) Arepresentative of the Washington state hospital association,
appoi nted by that organi zation;

(j) A representative of the Washington state bar association,
appoi nted by that organi zation;

(k) A representative of health care consuners, appointed by the
gover nor.

(2) The task force shall select a chair fromanong its nenbers.

(3) The task force shall seek input from and consult w th, other
interested health professions and organizations in the course of its
del i berati ons.

(4) The objectives of the task force are to:
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(a) Exam ne approaches used in other states and jurisdictions to
address resolution of disputes related to injuries occurring as a
result of health care, including but not limted to nediation and
arbitration, adm nistrative conpensation systens, the use of inpartial
medi cal experts chosen by the court or agreed upon by the parties, and
the use of specialized courts or judges;

(b) Reconmmend one or nore nmethods to resolve disputes related to
injuries occurring as a result of health care, including, but not
limted to, an adm nistrative resolution process; a judicial resolution
process such as nedical courts; nodifications of court rules; or any
conbi nati on thereof; and

(c) Recomrend an inplenentation plan that will address:

(1) A specific admnistrative structure for each of the nethods
recommended under (b) of this subsection;

(1i) The cost to inplenent the plan; and

(ti1) The changes to statutes and court rules necessary to
i npl enent the plan.

(5) Staff of the office of financial managenent, the attorney
general's office, the office of programresearch, and senate commttee
services shall assist with research and conpilation of information
relevant to the mssion of the task force and provide other staff
support needed by the task force.

(6) The task force shall submt its report to the governor and
appropriate commttees of the legislature no |later than Novenber 1,
2006.

--- END ---
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