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H 0326. 3

HOUSE BI LL 1898

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Chase, Skinner and Kessl er

Read first time 02/09/2005. Referred to Committee on Econonic
Devel opnment, Agriculture & Trade.

AN ACT Relating to creating an office of entrepreneuria
devel opnent; adding a new section to chapter 43.330 RCW creating a new
section; and neki ng appropriations.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. Washington has a strong entrepreneurial
culture within its urban areas, however, the rural communities have not
enjoyed conparable economc growh and wvitality. In addition,
Washi ngton | eads the nation not only in business creation, but it is
al so one of the top states for business failures. New businesses have
a better chance of survival if they receive early stage technical
assi stance and adequate access to capital.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 43.330 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The office of entrepreneurial devel opnent is established in the
departnment of community, trade, and econom c devel opnent. The purpose
of the office of entrepreneurial developnment is to focus on devel opi ng
and coordinating progranms that assist in creating entrepreneuri al
activity. The office wll:
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(a) Wrk with secondary and hi gher education institutions, smal
busi ness devel opment centers, small business incubators, nonprofit
or gani zati ons, federally recognized Indian tribes and tribal
organi zations, and state and federal agencies to provide education,
training, and technical assistance that increases entrepreneurial
literacy, skills, and experiences;

(b) Wrk with state and federal agencies, comercial banks and
other lending institutions, federally recognized Indian tribes and
tribal organizations, comunity devel opnent financial institutions, and
nonprofit organizations to provide training and outreach to increase
entrepreneurs access to funding;

(c) Work with small business incubators, chanbers of comrerce
federally recognized Indian tribes and tribal organizations, |ocal
community action centers, ports, public utility districts, and econom c
devel opnent councils to help create an entrepreneurial culture, which
may i nclude conmunity asset mapping, |eadership training, and the use
of industry cluster strategies;

(d) Convene work groups of rural community stakeholders to identify
policies that are barriers to entrepreneurship;

(e) Work with the rural developnent councils on business and
project developnent by conducting assessnments of comunities to
determne what a conmmunity requires for developnent and to devel op
strategies to assist the coomunity in devel oping. The departnent and
the rural devel opnment councils shall submt an initial report to the
appropriate commttees of the legislature with policy recomendati ons
by Decenber 1, 2005; and

(f) Have the authority to convene a partnership of appropriate
state agenci es and stakeholders to inplenent the strategic regional and
community pl ans.

(2) Until July 1, 2010, the focus of the office of entrepreneurial
devel opment will be on the rural comunities of WAshington. Beginning
July 1, 2010, the office shall perform its obligations under this
section for businesses |ocated throughout the state.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. (1) The sumof two hundred thousand doll ars,
or as nuch thereof as may be necessary, is appropriated from the
general fund to the departnent of comunity, trade, and economc
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devel opnent for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2006, to carry out the
pur poses of this act.

(2) The sum of two hundred thousand dollars, or as much thereof as
may be necessary, is appropriated from the general fund to the
departnent of community, trade, and econom c devel opnent for the fiscal
year ending June 30, 2007, to carry out the purposes of this act.

~-- END ---
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