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H 1544.1

HOUSE BI LL 1943

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives OBrien, Mloscia, Mrrell and Ericks

Read first tine 02/11/2005. Referred to Commttee on Crimnal
Justice & Corrections.

AN ACT Rel ating to m ssing persons; anmendi ng RCW 68. 50. 320; addi ng
a new section to chapter 68.50 RCW adding a new section to chapter
43.43 RCW and creating a new section

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that there were over
forty-six thousand reports of persons m ssing nati onw de and over five
hundred m ssing persons in the state of Washi ngton.

The legislature has learned that the federal bureau of
investigation has a data base where |aw enforcenment can send DNA
(deoxyri bonucleic acid) testing sanples of unidentified renains and
have it anal yzed. The federal bureau of investigation also accepts DNA
sanples that are known to conme froma m ssing person in the hopes to
mat ch those records with those remains that are found in the future.
The legislature further finds that there is a poor record nationw de in
regards to persons submtting DNA sanples of a known m ssing person to
the federal bureau of investigation or a local crinme lab in a tinely
manner before the evidence di sappears. There is nuch work to be done
in the areas of unidentified remains and m ssing persons in helping
famlies to put closure to the loss of a | oved one.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 68.50 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) When a person reported m ssing has not been found and cri m nal
activity is suspected to be the basis of the victimbeing mssing, the
sheriff, chief of police, county coroner, or county nedical exam ner,
or other law enforcenent authority initiating and conducting the
i nvestigation for the mssing person shall, within forty-eight hours of
suspecting the crimnal activity inmrediately file a report, collect DNA
sanples from the known m ssing person, and ask the m ssing person's
famly or next of kin to give witten consent to contact the dentist or
dentists of the m ssing person and request the person's dental records.

(2) No later than forty-eight hours after collecting the DNA
evidence and after conferring with the county coroner or nedical
exam ner, the sheriff, chief of police, or other |aw enforcenent
authority shall submt the mssing person's report, the DNA sanples
taken, and the mssing person's dental records to the state patrol
identification, child abuse, vulnerable adult abuse, and crimnal
hi story section on forns supplied by the state patrol for such purpose.

(3) The state patrol identification, child abuse, vul nerable adult
abuse, and crimnal history section shall store the evidence collected
from the known mssing person in a mssing person data base. The
m ssing person data base shall be a separate and distinct data base
fromthe other DNA data bases mai ntai ned by the agency.

(4) The state patrol identification, child abuse, vul nerable adult
abuse, and crimnal history section shall forward copies of the DNA
sanples and dental records to the federal bureau of investigation
within seventy-two hours upon receipt of the evidence of the known
m Ssi ng person.

Sec. 3. RCW68.50.320 and 2001 ¢ 223 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

When a person reported mssing has not been found within thirty
days of the report, the sheriff, chief of police, county coroner or
county medi cal exam ner, or other |aw enforcenent authority initiating
and conducting the investigation for the m ssing person shall ask the
m ssing person's famly or next of kin to give witten consent to
contact the dentist or dentists of the m ssing person and request the
person's dental records.
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When a person reported mssing has not been found within thirty
days, the sheriff, chief of police, or other |aw enforcenent authority
initiating and conducting the investigation for the mssing person
shall confer with the county coroner or nedical exam ner prior to the
preparation of a mssing person's report. After conferring with the
coroner or medical examner, the sheriff, chief of police, or other |aw
enforcement authority shall submt a mssing person's report and the
dental records received under this section to the dental identification
system of the state patrol identification,_ child abuse, vulnerable
adult abuse, and crimnal history section on forns supplied by the
state patrol for such purpose.

In cases where crimnal activity is suspected, the state patrol
shall inmediately submt the DNA sanples and the dental records in the
m ssing person data base and shall forward copies of the DNA sanples
and dental records to the federal bureau of investigation wthin
seventy-two hours upon receipt of the evidence of the known m ssing
per son.

When a person reported m ssing has been found, the sheriff, chief
of police, coroner or nedical examner, or other |aw enforcenent
authority shall report such information to the state patrol.

The dental identification system shall mintain a file of
information regarding persons reported to it as mssing. The file
shall contain the information referred to in this section and such
other information as the state patrol finds relevant to assist in the
| ocation of a m ssing person.

The files of the dental identification systemshall, upon request,
be made available to |aw enforcenent agencies attenpting to |ocate
m Ssi ng persons.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A new section is added to chapter 43.43 RCW
to read as foll ows:

Any bi ol ogi cal sanple taken froma known m ssing person pursuant to
section 2 of this act shall be forwarded to the federal bureau of
investigation within seventy-two hours upon recei pt of the DNA sanpl es.

~-- END ---
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