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HOUSE BI LL 2011

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Anderson and MDernott

Read first tine 02/ 15/ 2005. Referred to Comm ttee on Educati on.

AN ACT Relating to decisions by regional commttees on school
district organization; anmending RCW 28A. 315.195, 28A 315.015, and
28A. 315. 095; and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that the citizens of
Washi ngton have |long enjoyed the right to petition for a transfer of
territory between one school district and another and to have their
petition decided upon by a neutral body separate from either school
district. Recent |egislation intended to encourage decisions about
school boundaries to be nmade at the local |evel by the affected school
boards was not intended to abrogate the right of citizens to have their
petition heard and deci ded by the educational service district regiona
comm ttee.

Sec. 2. RCW 28A.315.195 and 2003 c 413 s 2 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) A proposed change in school district organization by transfer
of territory fromone school district to another may be initiated by a
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petition in witing presented to the educational service district
superi nt endent :

(a) Signed by at least fifty percent plus one of the active
regi stered voters residing in the territory proposed to be transferred;
or

(b) Signed by a majority of the nenbers of the board of directors
of one of the districts affected by a proposed transfer of territory.

(2) The petition shall state the nanme and nunber of each district
af fected, describe the boundaries of the territory proposed to be
transferred, and state the reasons for desiring the change and the
nunber of children of school age, if any, residing in the territory.

(3) The educational service district superintendent shall not
conplete any transfer of territory under this section that involves ten
percent or nore of the common school student popul ation of the entire
district from which the transfer is proposed, unless the educationa
service district superintendent has first called and held a specia
election of the voters of the entire school district from which the
transfer of territory is proposed. The purpose of the electionis to
afford those voters an opportunity to approve or reject the proposed
transfer. A sinple majority shall determ ne approval or rejection.

(4) The state board may establish rules [imting the frequency of
petitions that may be filed pertaining to territory included in whole
or in part in a previous petition.

(5) Upon receipt of the petition, the educational service district
superintendent shall notify in witing the affected districts that:

(a) Each school district board of directors, whether or not
initiating a proposed transfer of territory, is required to enter into
negotiations with the affected district or districts;

(b) In the case of a citizen-initiated petition, the affected
districts nmust negotiate on the entire proposed transfer of territory;

(c) The districts have ninety calendar days in which to agree to
t he proposed transfer of territory;

(d) The districts may request and shall be granted by the
educational service district superintendent one thirty-day extension to
try to reach agreenent; and

(e) Any district involved in the negotiations may at any tine
during the ninety-day period notify the educational service district
superintendent in witing that agreenent will not be possible.
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(6) If the negotiating school boards cannot ((eere—to—agreerent
abeut)) agree to the proposed transfer of territory, the educationa

service district superintendent, iif requested by the affected
districts, shall appoint a nediator. The nmediator has thirty days to
work with the affected school districts to see if an agreenent can be
reached on the proposed transfer of territory.

(7) If the affected school districts cannot ((eere—to—agreenrent
abeut)) agree to the proposed transfer of territory, and the districts
do not request the services of a nmediator or the nediator was unable to
bring the districts to agreement, either district may file with the
educational service district superintendent a witten request for a
hearing by the regional commttee.

(8) If the affected school districts ((eanhret—eore—to—agreenrent
abeut)) do not agree to the proposed transfer of territory initiated by
citizen petition, ((and—thedistriectsdonotrequest—the serviecesofta
nedi-ator—or—the—nediator—was—unable—to—bring—the—distriets—to
agreenent)) the district in which the citizens who filed the petition
reside shall file on behalf of the citizen petitioners with the
educational service district superintendent a witten request for a
hearing by the regional commttee, unless a majority of the citizen
petitioners request otherw se.

(9) Upon receipt of a notice under subsection (7) or (8) of this
section, the educational service district superintendent shall notify
the chair of the regional conmttee in witing wthin ten days.

(10) Costs incurred by school districts under this section shall be
rei nbursed by the state from such funds as are appropriated for this
pur pose.

Sec. 3. RCW 28A. 315.015 and 1999 c¢ 315 s 101 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) It is the purpose of this chapter to:

(a) Incorporate into a single, conprehensive, school district
organi zation law all essential provisions governing:

(1) The formation and establishnent of new school districts;

(1i) The alteration of the boundaries of existing districts; and

(ti1) The adjustnment of the assets and liabilities of school
districts when changes are made under this chapter; and
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(b) Establish nmethods and procedures whereby changes in the school
district system nmay be brought about by the people concerned and
af f ect ed.

(2) It is the state's policy that decisions on proposed changes in
school district organization should be nade, whenever possible, by
negoti ated agreenent between the affected school districts. If the
districts cannot agree to the proposed change, the decision shall be

made by the regional commttees on school district organization, based
on the commttees' best judgnent, taking into consideration the

((feHHowngFtactors—and)) factors under RCW 28A. 315. 205( (+
(a)—A—bal e | L

by the state board of education)).

(3) It is neither the intent nor purpose of this chapter to apply
to organi zational changes and the procedure therefor relating to
capital fund aid by nonhigh school districts as provided for in chapter
28A. 540 RCW

(4) A hearing by the regional commttee under this chapter on a
proposed transfer of territory by a citizen-initiated petition is a
guasi -judicial function.

Sec. 4. RCW 28A. 315. 095 and 1999 c¢c 315 s 301 are each anended to
read as foll ows:
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The powers and duties of each regional conmttee are to:

(1) Hear and approve or disapprove proposals for changes in the
organi zati on and extent of school districts in the educational service
districts when a hearing on a proposal has been requested under RCW
28A. 315. 195;

(2) Act on notices and proposals from the educational service
district under RCW 28A. 315. 225;

(3) Make an equitabl e adjustnent of the property and ot her assets
and of the liabilities, including bonded indebtedness and excess tax
| evies as otherwi se authorized under this section, as to the old school
districts and the new district or districts, if any, involved in or
affected by a proposed change in the organization and extent of the
school districts;

(4) Make an equitable adjustnment of the bonded i ndebtedness
out st andi ng against any of the old and new districts whenever in its
judgnent such adjustnent is advisable, as to all of the school
districts involved in or affected by any change heretofore or hereafter
ef fected;

(5) Provide that territory transferred froma school district by a
change in the organization and extent of school districts shall either
remai n subject to, or be relieved of, any one or nore excess tax |evies
that are authorized for the school district under RCW 84.52. 053 before
the effective date of the transfer of territory from the school
district;

(6) Provide that territory transferred to a school district by a
change in the organization and extent of school districts shall either
be made subject to, or be relieved of, any one or nobre excess tax
| evies that are authorized for the school district under RCW 84.52. 053
before the effective date of the transfer of territory to the schoo
district;

(7) Establish the date by which a conmttee-approved transfer of
territory shall take effect, which date nmust be not later than twelve
nonths after the transfer is approved,

(8) Hold and keep a record of a public hearing or public hearings
(a) on every proposal for the formation of a new school district or for
the transfer fromone existing district to another of any territory in
whi ch children of school age reside or for annexation of territory when
the conditions set forth in RCW ((28A315-290—e+—28A315-320))
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28A. 315. 225 prevail; and (b) on every proposal for adjustnent of the
assets and of the liabilities of school districts provided for in this
chapter. Three nenbers of the regional commttee or two nenbers of the
commttee and the educational service district superintendent may be
designated by the conmttee to hold any public hearing that the
commttee is required to hold. The regional conmttee shall cause
notice to be given, at |east ten days prior to the date appointed for
any such hearing, in one or nore newspapers of general circulation
wi thin the geographical boundaries of the school districts affected by
t he proposed change or adjustnent. |In addition notice may be given by
radio and television, or either thereof, when in the commttee's
judgment the public interest will be served thereby; and

(9) Prepare and submit to the superintendent of public instruction
from time to tinme or, wupon his or her request, reports and
recomendations respecting the wurgency of need for school plant
facilities, the kind and extent of the facilities required, and the
devel opnent of inproved |I|ocal school admnistrative units and
attendance areas in the case of school districts that seek state
assi stance in providing school plant facilities.

--- END ---
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