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HOUSE BI LL 2119

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Haler, H nkle, Wlsh, Curtis, Anderson, Dunn,
Eri cksen and Rodne

Read first tine 02/18/2005. Referred to Conmmittee on Juvenile
Justice & Famly Law

AN ACT Relating to privatizing the child support enforcenent
program adding a new section to chapter 74.20 RCW adding a new
section to chapter 41.80 RCW providing an effective date; and
decl ari ng an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 74.20 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1)(a) The legislature finds that: (i) Wth increasing demands for
public services and |imted resources for additional state personnel,
the state needs to be nore effective and responsive in ensuring that
parents neet their child support obligations; and (ii) private and
nonprofit entities are able to provide high quality services nore cost-
effectively than the state because of managenent flexibility and better
access to technol ogy.

(b) The purpose of this section is to inprove custoner service,
increase collection of child support owed to custodial parents, and
i nprove the lives of affected children.

(2) By July 1, 2005, the secretary shall initiate a process under
RCW41.06. 142 (1), (4), and (5) for the purpose of contracting with one
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or nore private or nonprofit entities or enployee business units, as
defined in RCW41.06. 142, for services in admnistering all aspects of
child support enforcenment functions under this chapter and chapter
74. 20A RCW However, the requirenent in RCW 41.06.142(1)(e) for
determ ning savings or efficiency inprovenents shall be deened to be
satisfied if the successful bidder or bidders for the contract
reasonably denonstrate the nmethods by which savings or efficiency
i nprovenents, or both, will be achieved.

(3) The secretary shall adopt such rules as nay be necessary to
i npl enment this section, including but not limted to:

(a) Providing for the reinbursenent of the contractors, but such
rei nbursenent may not:

(i) Exceed the admnistrative cost per <child support dollar
collected by the departnent in the fiscal year preceding the year in
whi ch the contract becones effective; or

(1i) Be made fromchild support collections;

(b) Requiring the contractor to offer enploynment upon terns deened
fair by the secretary to any existing state enployee affected by the
transfer of child support enforcenent responsibilities and to retain,
unless there is cause for dismssal, any enployees who accept the
of fer. However, the contractor is not bound to any collective
bar gai ni ng agreenent that nay be applicable to the affected enpl oyees
at the time of the transfer, and the contractor is not a successor to
any bargaining obligations that may have applied to the state under
chapter 41.80 RCWat the tine of the transfer; and

(c) Providing for the orderly transition of <child support
enforcement functions to one or nore contractors selected under this
section.

(4) The transfer of all aspects of child support enforcenent to one
or nore contractors nust be conpleted by July 1, 2006.

(5) Beginning Decenber 1, 2007, and each Decenber 1st thereafter,
the secretary nust report to the governor and the appropriate
commttees of the legislature on the operation and perfornmance of the
program contracted under this section. The report nust include an
assessnent of the effectiveness and success of the contracted program
in enhancing child support <collection and provide any plans or
recommendations for inproving the effectiveness and success of the
contracted programin achieving the purposes of this section.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 41.80 RCW
to read as foll ows:

A contractor under section 1 of this act is not a successor to any
bar gai ni ng obligations that may have applied to the state under this
chapter at the tinme of the transfer required under section 1 of this
act .

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. This act is necessary for the immediate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnent and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
July 1, 2005.

~-- END ---
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