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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 2124

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Committee on Transportation (originally sponsored by
Representatives Miurray, Jarrett, Sinpson, Hudgins, Upthegrove, Sells,
Wal | ace, Dickerson, B. Sullivan, Meller, Kenney and Hasegawa)

READ FI RST TI ME 03/ 07/ 05.

AN ACT Relating to increasing state participation in public
transportation service and pl anni ng; anendi ng RCW 47. 01. 081, 47.66. 030,
and 47.66. 040; addi ng new sections to chapter 47.01 RCW adding a new
section to chapter 47.66 RCW and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that the state needs
to reestablish itself as a | eader in public transportation.

The |l egislature also finds that increased demands on transportation
resources require increased coordination anong public transportation
servi ce providers.

The legislature also finds that the efficiency of transportation
corridors would be enhanced by a nore proactive and integrated approach
to public transportation service delivery and pl anni ng.

The legislature also finds that the state departnent of
transportation is in the unique position of being able to inprove
connectivity between service territories of transit agencies and nodes
of transportation.

The legislature also finds that the state should be a center of
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excellence in public transportation planning and research and providi ng
techni cal assistance to transit agenci es serving urban, suburban, and
rural areas.

Therefore, it is the intent of the legislature that the state
departnent of transportation be a leader in public transportation. The
departnent shall play a guiding role in coordinating decentralized
public transportation services, increasing connectivity between them
advocating for public transportation as a neans to increase corridor
efficiency, and increasing the integration of public transportation and
t he hi ghway system

Sec. 2. RCWA47.01.081 and 1984 c 48 s 1 are each anmended to read
as follows:

(1) Initially the departnent shall be organized into divisions,
including the division of hi ghways, the division of public
transportation, the division of aeronautics, the division of marine
transportation, and the division of transportation planning and budget.

(2) The secretary may reorgani ze divisions in order to attain the
maxi mum possi bl e efficiency in the operation of the departnent. Each
di vision shall be headed by an assistant secretary to be appoi nted by
the secretary. The secretary may al so appoint a deputy secretary as
may be needed for the performance of the duties and functions vested in
the departnment and may also appoint up to twelve ferry system
managenent positions as defined in RCW 47.64.011. The secretary may
del egate to officers wthin the several divisions of the departnent
authority to enpl oy per sonnel necessary to di schar ge t he
responsibilities of the departnment. The secretary shall establish an
office of transit nobility to strive to ensure the integration of
decentralized public transportation services wth the state
transportation system The director of the office nust report directly
to the secretary.

(3) The officers appointed under this section shall be exenpt from
the provisions of the state civil service law and shall be paid
salaries to be fixed by the governor in accordance with the procedure
established by law for the fixing of salaries for officers exenpt from
the operation of the state civil service | aw
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 47.01 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The primary goals of the office of transit nobility are to
facilitate: (a) Connection and coordination of transit services and
pl anni ng; and (b) maxi m zing opportunities to use public transportation
to inprove the efficiency of transportation corridors.

(2) The duties of the office include, but are not limted to, the
fol | ow ng:

(a) Developing a statewi de strategic plan that creates comon goal s
for transit agencies and reduces conpeting plans for cross-
jurisdictional service;

(b) Developing a park and ride | ot program

(c) Encouraging |ong-range transit planning;

(d) Providing public transportation expertise to inprove |inkages
between regional transportation planning organizations and transit
agenci es;

(e) Strengthening policies for i nclusion of transit and
transportation demand nmanagenent strategies in route devel opnent,
corridor plan standards, and budget proposals;

(f) Providing staff assistance to the regional nobility steering
commttee established in section 5 of this act. Periodically, the
office of transit nobility shall report to the steering commttee,
identifying needs for increased transit and mul ti nodal coordi nation and
corridor efficiency;

(g) Devel oping standards to integrate transit and demand managenent
strategies with regional and local land use plans in order to reduce
traffic and inprove nobility and access;

(h) Produci ng recommendations for the public transportation section
of the Washington transportation plan; and

(1) Participating in all aspects of corridor planning, including
freight planning, ferry system planning, and passenger rail planning.

(3) In formng the office, the secretary shall use existing
resources to the greatest extent possible. Specifically, the office of
transit nobility shall take over functions as appropriate from the
division of public transportation and rail and the urban planning
office, including but not limted to the adm nistration of the commute
trip reduction program special needs transportation grants, planning
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and construction of high-occupancy vehicle |anes, and planning and
construction of high-occupancy toll | anes.

(4) The office of transit nobility shall establish neasurable
performance objectives for evaluating the success of its initiatives
and progress toward acconplishing the overall goals of the office. The
office is subject to review by the transportation performance audit
boar d.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A new section is added to chapter 47.01 RCW
to read as foll ows:

Local and regional transportation agencies shall adopt common
transportati on goals. The office of transit nobility shall review
| ocal and regional transportation plans, including plans required under
RCW 35. 58. 2795, 36. 70A.070(6), 36.70A.210, and 47.80.023, to provide
for the efficient integration of nultinodal and multijurisdictiona
transportation planning.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. A new section is added to chapter 47.66 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The regional nobility steering commttee is created. The
commttee is conposed of twelve voting nenbers and four nonvoting
| egi sl ative nenbers.

(2) The twelve voting nenbers are the secretary of transportation
or a designee, the director of the transportation inprovenent board or
a designee, and ten nenbers appoi nted by the governor as follows:

(a) Three representatives of transit agencies, one from an urban
area with a population nore than five hundred thousand, one from an
area with a population of one hundred thousand to five hundred
t housand, and one froman area with a popul ation | ess than one hundred
t housand;

(b) One representative of nonnotorized transportation interests;

(c) One representative of transit users;

(d) One representative of conmute trip reduction users;

(e) One representative from a regional transportation planning
or gani zati on;

(f) One representative of counties;

(g) One representative of cities; and
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(h) One representative froma |abor union that represents the nost
transit workers in this state.

(3) The four nonvoting nmenbers are legislators as foll ows:

(a) Two nenbers fromthe house of representatives, one from each of
the two | argest caucuses, appointed by the speaker of the house of
representatives; and

(b) Two nenbers fromthe senate, one fromeach of the two | argest
caucuses, appointed by the president of the senate.

(4) Gubernatorial appointees of the conmttee serve two-year terns.
Menbers nmay not receive conpensation for their service on the
commttee, but will be reinbursed for actual and necessary expenses
incurred in performng their duties as nenbers as set forth in RCW
43. 03. 220.

(5) The secretary of transportation or a designee shall serve as
the chair.

Sec. 6. RCWA47.66.030 and 1996 ¢ 49 s 3 are each anended to read
as follows:

((6H=)r)) The ((transpertation—irprovenrent—board)) regiona
nobility steering conmttee is authorized and responsi ble for the final
sel ection of prograns and projects funded fromthe central Puget Sound
public transportation account; public transportation systens account;
and ((the—+nternpdal—surtacetransportation—and—eltb-creney—act—of—1991 -
surface transportation program statew de conmpetitive)) twenty-two

percent of the surface transportation programflexible funds authorized
by the Transportation Equity Act for the Twenty-first Century and the
successor to that act.

(()) The ((board)) steering commttee may establ i sh

subcomm ttees as well as technical advisory commttees to carry out the
mandat es of this chapter

Sec. 7. RCW 47.66. 040 and 1995 c 269 s 2606 are each anended to
read as fol |l ows:

(1) The ((transpertatton—inprovenrent—board)) reqgional nobility

steering committee shall select progranms and projects based on a
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conpetitive process consistent wth the mandates governi ng each account
or source of funds. The conpetition shall be consistent with the
followng criteria:

(a) Local, regional, and state transportation plans;

(b) Local transit devel opnent plans; and

(c) Local conprehensive | and use pl ans.

(2) The followng criteria shall be considered by the ((beard))
steering conmmttee in selecting prograns and projects:

(a) njectives of the growh managenent act, the high capacity
transportation act, the comute trip reduction act, transportation
demand managenent prograns, federal and state air quality requirenents,
and federal Anmericans wth Disabilities Act and related state
accessibility requirenents; and

(b) Enhancing the efficiency of regional corridors in noving people
anong jurisdictions and nodes of transportation, energy efficiency
i ssues, reducing delay for people and goods, freight and goods novenent
as related to economc developnent, regional significance, rural

isolation, the leveraging of other funds ((+reludinrgfunds—admnistered

by—this—beard)), and safety and security issues.
(3) The ((board)) steering commttee shall determ ne the

appropriate |level of local match required for each program and project
based on the source of funds.

~-- END ---
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