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HOUSE BI LL 2261

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representative Bailey

Read first tinme 03/01/2005. Referred to Commttee on Local Governnent.

AN ACT Rel ating to encouraging agricultural activities in counties
and cities planning under the growth managenent act; and anendi ng RCW
36. 70A. 060.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW36.70A. 060 and 1998 c 286 s 5 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1)(a) Each county that is required or chooses to plan under RCW
36. 70A. 040, and each city within such county, shall adopt devel opnent
regul ati ons on or before Septenmber 1, 1991, to assure the conservation
of agricultural, forest, and mneral resource |ands designated under
RCW 36. 70A. 170. Regul ati ons adopted under this subsection may not
prohibit uses legally existing on any parcel prior to their initial
adopti on and ((shaH—+emain—+tneffect—untitthe countyor ety adepts
developrent—regulati-ons—pursoant—to6—ROW-36-—+706A040)) nmay not require
nodification of or limt agricultural activities occurring on
agricultural |ands. Such regul ations shall assure that the use of
| ands adj acent to agricultural, forest, or mneral resource |ands shal
not interfere wwth the continued use, in the accustonmed manner and in
accordance with best managenent practices, of these designated | ands
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for the production of food, agricultural products, or tinber, or for
the extraction of mnerals. Counties and cities shall require that all
pl ats, short plats, devel opnent permts, and building permts issued
for devel opnent activities on, or within five hundred feet of, [|ands
designated as agricultural l|ands, forest lands, or mneral resource
| ands, contain a notice that the subject property is within or near
designated agricultural |ands, forest |ands, or mneral resource |ands
on which a variety of commercial activities may occur that are not
conpatible wth residential devel opnent for certain periods of limted
duration. The notice for mneral resource |ands shall also informthat
an application m ght be made for mning-related activities, including
m ni ng, extraction, washi ng, crushi ng, stockpi |I'i ng, bl asti ng,
transporting, and recycling of mnerals.

(b) "Agricultural activities" as used in this section has the sane
neani ng as defined in RCW90. 58. 065(2).

(2) Each county and city shall adopt devel opnent regul ati ons that
protect critical areas that are required to be designated under RCW
36. 70A. 170. For counties and cities that are required or choose to
pl an under RCW 36.70A. 040, such developnent regulations shall be
adopted on or before Septenber 1, 1991. For the renmainder of the
counties and cities, such devel opnent regul ations shall be adopted on
or before March 1, 1992.

(3) Such counties and cities shall review these designations and
devel opnment regul ati ons when adopting their conprehensive plans under
RCW 36. 70A. 040 and inplenenting devel opnent regulations under RCW
36. 70A. 120 and may al ter such designations and devel opnent regul ati ons
to insure consistency.

(4) Forest land and agricultural land | ocated within urban growth
areas shall not be designated by a county or city as forest |and or
agricultural land of Ilong-term comercial significance under RCW
36. 70A. 170 unless the city or county has enacted a program aut hori zi ng
transfer or purchase of devel opnent rights.
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