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HOUSE BI LL 2268

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representative B. Sullivan

Read first tinme 03/02/2005. Referred to Committee on Natural
Resour ces, Ecol ogy & Parks.

AN ACT Relating to the commercial harvest of geoduck clans;
anendi ng RCW 77. 60. 070.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW77.60.070 and 2000 ¢ 107 s 25 are each anmended to read
as follows:

(1) The director may not authorize a person to take geoduck cl ans
for commercial purposes outside the harvest area designated in a
current departnent of natural resources geoduck harvesting agreenent
i ssued under RCW 79.96.080. The director may not authorize conmerci al
harvest of geoduck clanms from bottons that are shall ower than ei ghteen
feet below nean lower |low water (0.0. ft.)((;—er—that—t+Hein-an-area

i Hde) ). This section does not apply to the harvest of private
sector cultured aquatic products as defined in RCW15. 85. 020.

(2) Commercial geoduck harvesting shall be done with a hand-hel d,
manual |y operated water jet or suction device guided and controlled
from under water by a diver. Periodically, the director shal
determne the effect of each type or unit of gear upon the geoduck
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popul ation or the substrate they inhabit. The director may require
nodi fi cation of the gear or stop its use if it is being operated in a
wast eful or destructive manner or if its operation may cause pernmanent
damage to the bottom or adjacent shellfish popul ations.

~-- END ---
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