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HOUSE BI LL 2429

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Session
By Representatives Hal er, Hasegawa, Talcott, Santos and MCune

Prefiled 1/4/2006. Read first tine 01/09/2006. Referred to
Conmittee on Educati on.

AN ACT Relating to requiring an independent review of the
Washi ngt on assessnent of student |earning;, and creating new sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature continues to support high
academ c standards for Washi ngton public school students and recognizes
that the Washington assessnent of student learning is an assessnent
tool and not the standard. The legislature finds that Washington's
academ c assessnent system including the essential academ c | earning
requi renents, grade |evel expectations, and Wishi ngton assessnent of
student | earning, has been continuously under devel opnent since the
enactnment of the state's education reform law in 1993. Since the
passage of the federal no child left behind act in 2001, there has been
rapid i nplementation of additional conponents to the state assessnent
system As a result, a conprehensive analysis of Wshington's
assessnent system following the inplenentation of the no child left
behind act of 2001 has not been conducted. There has al so not been
adequate attention paid to how the system affects the authority and
control of locally elected school directors. Therefore, the
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| egislature intends to commssion a conprehensive review of
Washi ngton's academ c assessnent system and ensure additional |oca
flexibility wwthin that system

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) The joint legislative audit and revi ew
coommittee shall design and conduct a request for proposal for a
conprehensi ve and independent review of the Washington assessnent of
student learning. The review shall cover the content areas of reading,
mat hematics, witing, and science, at all grade |evels.

(2) The review shall address the follow ng topics:

(a) A description of the full cost to the state and | ocal schoo
districts of devel oping, nmaintaining, scoring, test storage, appea
processi ng, par ent review, and ot her tasks associated wth
adm ni stering the Washi ngt on assessnent of student | earning;

(b) A conparison of the costs of the Washington assessnent of
student |l earning and the costs of assessnment systens in other states;

(c) An analysis of the ability of the Wshington assessnent of
student Jlearning to provide teachers and parents wth real-tinme
di agnostic information about individual students' academ c perfornmance
so that instructional support and intervention strategies can
i mredi ately focus on specific know edge and skills needi ng i nprovenent;

(d) An analysis of whether and to what extent test questions on the
Washi ngton assessnent of student |earning disproportionately favor or
di sadvant age any specific group of students, including students with
different learning styles, racial or ethnic backgrounds, or gender; and

(e) An evaluation of alternative assessnent tools to the Washi ngton
assessnment of student |earning, a conparison of their costs, and the
extent to which the alternatives neet, or could be nade to neet, the
followng criteria:

(i) Measure student performance and achi evenent of the WAshi ngton
essential academ c |learning requirenents and grade | evel expectations;

(i) Provide teachers and parents wth real-tinme diagnostic
i nformati on about individual students' academ c performance so that
i nstructional support and intervention strategies can i medi ately focus
on specific know edge and skills needing inprovenent; and

(iii) Meet federal requirenents for assessnents used to determ ne
adequate yearly progress under P.L. 107-110, the no child left behind
act of 2001.
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(3) The superintendent of public instruction shall provide all
avai |l abl e data necessary for the joint legislative audit and review
commttee and its contractor to conduct the review under this section.
The contractor shall submt study protocols for approval by the
commttee to ensure adequate confidentiality and security of student
scores and other data and information pertaining to the Washington
assessnment of student | earning.

(4) The joint legislative audit and review commttee and its
contractor shall submt a report containing the results of the review
of the alternative assessnent tools to the Washington assessnent of
student | earning by Septenber 30, 2006, and a final report covering the
ot her subjects reviewed under this section to the education conmttees
of the | egislature by Decenber 1, 2007.

~-- END ---
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