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HOUSE BI LL 2495

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Session
By Representatives Kilnmer, Holnmuist, Geen, MIloscia, Buri, N xon,
Rodne, Hudgins, P. Sullivan, Springer, Haler, Mrrell, Morris,

Ericks, B. Sullivan, Sinpson and Upt hegrove

Prefiled 1/6/2006. Read first tinme 01/09/2006. Referred to
Commttee on State CGovernnent Operations & Accountability.

AN ACT Relating to establishing a state governnent efficiency
hotline; and adding a new section to chapter 43.09 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 43.09 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Wthin existing funds, the state auditor nust establish a toll-
free tel ephone line that is available to public enployees and nenbers
of the public to recommend neasures to inprove efficiency in state
government and to report waste, inefficiency, or abuse by state
agencies, state enployees, or persons under contract wth state
agenci es.

(2) The toll-free telephone line established under this section
must be known as the state government efficiency hotline. The state
auditor nust prepare information that explains the purpose of the
hotline, and the hotline tel ephone nunber nust be prom nently displayed
in the informtion. Hotline information nust be posted in all state
offices in locations where it is nost likely to be seen by the public.
The state auditor nust publicize the availability of the state
governnment efficiency hotline through print and el ectronic nedia.
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(3) The state auditor nust designate staff to be responsible for
processi ng recommendations for inproving efficiency and reports of
waste, inefficiency, or abuse received through the hotline. The state
audi tor nmust conduct an initial investigation of each recommendation
for efficiency and report of waste, inefficiency, or abuse nade by
public enployees and nenbers of the public. Followng the initia
i nvestigation, the state auditor nust determ ne which reports require
further investigation and assign the investigation to qualified staff.

(4) The identity of a person nmaking a report through the hotline
remai ns confidential until the investigation described in subsection
(3) of this section is conplete.

(5) The state auditor nust prepare a witten determ nation of the

results of the investigation perfornmed, including any background
information that the auditor deens necessary. The findings of the
i nvestigation regarding the recommendation to inprove efficiency and
the report of waste, inefficiency, or abuse nust be sent to the
admnistrator of the state agency and to the person who nade the
report.

(6) The state auditor nust prepare an annual report and submt the
report to the legislature and to the appropriate |legislative
commi ttees. The report nust describe the nunber, nature, and
resolution of reports made through the hotline and identify savings
resulting from inproved efficiencies or the elimnation of waste or
abuse resulting from reports received and investigations conducted
under this section.

~-- END ---
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