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H 3647.1

HOUSE BI LL 2505

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Session
By Representatives Anderson and Rodne

Read first tine 01/10/2006. Referred to Comm ttee on Educati on.

AN ACT Relating to defining a highly qualified teacher; and adding
a new section to chapter 28A 410 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 410
RCWto read as foll ows:

(1) By the end of the 2006-07 school year, teachers who neet the
criteria under this section nust pass the subject area assessnent
requi red of new certificate applicants under RCW 28A. 410.220(2) in one
or nore core academ c subject areas as described in subsection (3) of
this section in order to be considered a highly qualified teacher under
P.L. 107-110, the no child |l eft behind act of 2001.

(2) This section applies only to teachers who:

(a) At the beginning of the 2006-07 school year, have fewer than
twelve years of experience as neasured by the statewide salary
al | ocati on schedul e under rul es adopted by the superintendent of public
i nstruction;

(b) Have primary responsibility for instruction in one or nore of
the core academ c subject areas; and
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(c) Have not attained certification by the national board for
pr of essi onal teaching standards.

(3) For the purposes of this section, "core academ c subject areas"
means | anguage arts, reading, English, science, mathenmatics, history,
governnment, geography, economcs, the arts, <civics, or a world
| anguage. M ddl e and hi gh school teachers nust pass the subject area
assessnment in each core academ c subject area taught by the teacher
El enentary teachers nust pass the subject area assessnent for
el enentary teachers that assesses know edge and teaching skills in
reading, witing, mathematics, and other areas of the basic elenentary
school curricul um

(4) The professional educator standards board may grant a wai ver of
the requirenent under this section if the board determ nes a teacher
has passed an equival ent subject area assessnent for certification in
anot her state.

(5) The superintendent of public instruction shall establish the
definitions for a highly qualified teacher in conformance wth P.L.
107-110 for teachers who do not neet the criteria of this section. The
superintendent shall also establish the definitions for a highly
qual i fied special education teacher in conformance with P.L. 108-446,
the individuals with disabilities education inprovenent act.

~-- END ---
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