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HOUSE BI LL 2519

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives N xon, Roberts and Tal cott

Read first tinme 01/10/2006. Referred to Commttee on State
Government Operations & Accountability.

AN ACT Relating to expanding the continuity of governnent act;
amendi ng RCW 42.14.010, 42.14.030, and 42.14.035; creating a new
section; and providing an expiration date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW42.14.010 and 1963 ¢ 203 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

Unl ess otherwi se clearly required by the context, the ((feHowng))
definitions ((apphy—)) in this section apply throughout this chapter.

(1) "Unavail abl e" neans either that a vacancy in the office exists
or that the lawful incunbent of the office is absent or unable to
exerci se the powers and di scharge the duties of the office follow ng an
attack and a declaration of existing energency by the governor or his
successor.

(2) "Attack" neans any acts of warfare taken by an eneny of the
United States causing substantial damage or injury to persons or
property in the United States and in the state of Wshington.

(3) "Extraordinary disaster” neans an event or series of events
that occur in or affect the state of Washington, of a scale that
disrupts the ability of the legislature to assenble at its usual
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neeting place due to destruction, significant danmge, or quarantine,
and may include earthquake, volcanic eruption, neteor or conet strike,
tsunam , pandenm c disease, or other catastrophic events if any such
disaster rises to the level of an extraordinary disaster.

Sec. 2. RCW42.14.030 and 1963 ¢ 203 s 4 are each anended to read
as follows:

In the event eneny attack or an extraordinary disaster reduces the
nunber of legislators available for duty, then those Ilegislators
avail able for duty shall constitute the |egislature and shall have ful
power to act in separate or joint assenbly by majority vote of those
present. In the event of an attack or an extraordinary disaster, (1)
gquorum requirements for the legislature shall be suspended, and (2)
where the affirmative vote of a specified proportion of nenbers for

approval of a bill, resolution or other action would otherw se be
required, the sanme proportion of those voting thereon shall be
sufficient. In the event of an attack or an extraordinary disaster,

the governor shall <call the legislature into session as soon as
practicable, and in any case within thirty days follow ng the inception

of the attack or extraordinary disaster. If the governor fails to
i ssue such call, the legislature shall, on the thirtieth day fromthe
date of i nception of the attack or extraordinary disaster,

automatically convene at the place where the governor then has his or
her office. Each |egislator shall proceed to the place of session as
expeditiously as practicable. At such session or at any session in
operation at the inception of the attack or extraordinary disaster, and
at any subsequent sessions, limtations on the length of session and on
the subjects which may be acted upon shall be suspended.

Sec. 3. RCW42.14.035 and 1969 ex.s. ¢ 106 s 1 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Whenever, in the judgnent of the governor, It becones
i npracticable, due to an energency resulting from eneny attack or
((patural)) extraordinary disaster, to convene the legislature in the

usual seat of governnent at Odynpia, the governor may call the
| egislature into energency session in any location within this or an
adj oi ning state. If it is or becones inpracticable or unsafe for

menbers of the leqgislature to convene in person, the qgovernor nay
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authorize the leqgislature to convene by tel econference or any other

reasonable neans. The first order of business of any legislature so
convened shall be the establishnent of tenporary energency seats of
government for the state. After any energency relocation, the affairs
of state governnent shall be lawfully conducted at such energency
tenporary |l ocation or locations for the duration of the energency.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. (1)(a) A legislative task force is
established to study and prepare recommendations related to the
legislature's ability to convene by tel econference or other neans in
the event of an attack or extraordinary disaster, with nenbers as
provi ded for as follows:

(i) The four nenbers of the joint |legislative systens commttee, as
provided for in RCW44.68. 020;

(1i) The legislative systens coordinator, as provided for in RCW
44. 68. 040;

(ti1) The director of senate conmttee services;

(iv) The director of the house of representatives office of program
research;

(v) The director of the energency managenent division of the
mlitary departnment, or the director's designee;

(vi) The chief of the state patrol, or the chief's designee;

(vii) The secretary of health, or the secretary's designee; and

(viii) A representative of t he depart nment of gener al
adm ni strati on.

(b) The task force shall choose its <chair from anong its
| egi sl ative nmenbership. The presiding officer of the joint |egislative
systens commttee shall convene the initial neeting of the task force.

(2) The task force shall review the foll ow ng issues:

(a) The technology and facilities available or needed to convene
the legislature by tel econference or other neans if the legislature is
unable to neet in its usual place;

(b) The need for statutory changes in order to facilitate a
continuity of government plan for the |egislature;

(c) The need for changes to senate or house of representatives
rules in order to facilitate a continuity of government plan for the
| egi sl ature; and

p. 3 HB 2519



©O© 00 N O Ol WDN P

N NN NNRRRRRRRRPR R
A W NEFE O OOONO OO M WDNEO

(d) The need for capital investnents in order to inplenent a
continuity of government plan for the |egislature.

(3) Staff support for the task force shall be provided by senate
commttee services, the house of representatives office of program
research, and the legislative service center.

(4) Legislative nenbers of the task force shall be rei nbursed for
travel expenses in accordance with RCW 44.04.120. Nonl egi sl ati ve
menbers, except those representing an enployer or organization, are
entitled to be reinbursed for travel expenses in accordance wth RCW
43. 03. 050 and 43. 03. 060.

(5) The expenses of the task force shall be paid jointly by the
senate and the house of representatives. Task force expenditures are
subject to approval by the senate facilities and operations conmttee
and the house of representatives executive rules commttee, or the
successor conmttees.

(6) The task force, where appropriate, may consult wth individuals
fromthe public and private sector or ask such individuals to establish
an advisory commttee. Menbers of such an advisory conmttee are not
entitled to rei nbursenent of expenses.

(7) The task force shall report its findings and reconmmendations to
the senate facilities and operations comittee, the house of
representatives executive rules commttee, and other appropriate
commttees of the legislature by October 1, 2006.

(8) This section expires January 1, 2007.

~-- END ---
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