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HOUSE BI LL 2549

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives N xon and Tal cott

Read first tinme 01/10/2006. Referred to Commttee on State
Government Operations & Accountability.

AN ACT Relating to strengthening voter secrecy; and anmendi ng RCW
29A. 16. 060 and 29A. 60. 230.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW 29A. 16.060 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 406 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

(1) At any special election or primary, the county auditor may
conbi ne, unite, or divide precincts and nmay conbine or unite election
boards for the purpose of holding such election. At any general
el ection, the county auditor may conbine or unite el ection boards for

t he purpose of hol ding such el ection((+—but—shalt—+eport—all—election
by i ndividual . 3

(2) At any primary, special, or general election:

(a) The county auditor may report election returns by individua
precinct only if the election returns in every contested race,
including returns for every ballot type used for that race, are not
unani nous;

(b) If any precinct's election returns in one or nore contested
races of all ballot types used are unani nous, the county auditor shall,
to the extent practicable, report election returns by aggregating
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precinct election results until all races in an election are reported

with nonunani nous results. To the extent practicable, precincts for
which results are aggregated nust be conti guous.

Sec. 2. RCW 29A. 60.230 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 1523 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) Imediately after the official results of a state primary or
general election in a county are ascertained, the county auditor or
other election officer shall, subject to the reporting requirenents
provided in RCW 29A. 16.060, nake an abstract of the nunber of
regi stered voters in each precinct and of all the votes cast in the
county at such state primary or general election for and agai nst state
measures and for each candidate for federal, state, and legislative
office or for any other office which the secretary of state is required
by law to canvass. The cumul ative report of the election and a copy of
the certificate of the election nust be transmtted to the secretary of
state immediately, through electronic neans and mailed wth the
abstract of votes no later than the next business day follow ng the
certification by the county canvassi ng board.

(2) After each general election, the county auditor or other
el ection officer shall, subject to the reporting requirenents provided
in RCW 29A.16.060, provide to the secretary of state a report of the
nunber of absentee ballots cast in each precinct for and agai nst state
measures and for each candidate for federal, state, and legislative
office or for any other office which the secretary of state is required
by law to canvass. The report may be included in the abstract required
by this section or nmay be transmtted to the secretary of state
separately, but in no event later than March 31st of the year follow ng
the election. Absentee ballot results may be incorporated into votes
cast at the polls for each precinct or may be reported separately on a
precinct-by-precinct basis, subject to the reporting requirenents
provided in RCW 29A. 16. 060.

(3) If absentee ballot results are not incorporated into votes cast
at the polls, the county auditor or other election official ((#ay))
shall aggregate results fromnore than one precinct ((H—theauditer—

pusyant—ro—rw-es—adopted—by—the—seecretary—ob—state—Hnds—that
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i ' )) as
required by RCW 29A. 16. 060.

~-- END ---
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