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HOUSE BI LL 2578

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Session
By Representatives Upthegrove, B. Sullivan and Di ckerson

Read first tinme 01/10/2006. Referred to Committee on Natural
Resour ces, Ecol ogy & Parks.

AN ACT Relating to outfalls in Puget Sound; and creating new
secti ons.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that healthy shellfish
popul ati ons are an inportant conponent of the Puget Sound ecosystem by
filtering water and inproving water quality. The legislature further
finds that shellfish harvests provide jobs, generate econom c benefits,
and provide state funds for public access to aquatic |ands and
managenment of state aquatic resources. The legislature further finds
t hat point source outfalls result in the closure of shellfish beds, and
the | oss of both environnmental and econom c benefits. The |egislature
further finds that investnents to address shellfish closures due to
point source outfalls may result in Jlong-term financial and
envi ronnental benefits. The legislature therefore finds that a
systematic approach to evaluating outfalls in Puget Sound nust be
conducted with the goal of inproving water quality and reducing the
cl osure of shellfish beds.
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NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 2. (1) The departnent of ecol ogy, in
cooperation with the departnent of health, the departnent of natura
resources, the departnent of fish and wldlife, and representatives

from affected stakehol ders, I ncl udi ng, but not limted to,
envi r onnent al i nterests, shel I fish growers, and or gani zati ons
representing both public and private outfalls, shall conduct a

systemati c eval uation of point source outfalls in Puget Sound and their
i npact on shellfish by Decenber 1, 2006.

(2) The eval uation nust:

(a) ldentify all point source outfalls in Puget Sound in relation
to shellfish grow ng areas;

(b) Estimate the shellfish areas closed due to outfalls, including
an estimate of the inpact on commercial shellfish harvests;

(c) Determine options for altering the outfall to increase
shel | fish areas avail able for harvest. The options may include new
treatment technol ogies, water reuse, or other options that result in
either renmoval of the outfall, reducing or otherwi se inproving the
water quality of the discharge, or other outcones resulting in an
increase in shellfish growi ng areas; and

(d) Prioritize projects based on the costs of making inprovenents
inrelation to the econom ¢ and environnental benefits of the project.

(3) The departnent of ecology, in cooperation with the departnent
of health, the departnent of natural resources, and the departnent of
fish and wldlife, and affected stakeholders shall devel op
recommendations and report findings to the appropriate commttees of
the legislature for funding options to inplenent projects identified in
subsection (2)(d) of this section by Decenber 1, 2006. The
recomendati ons nust include incentives to encourage current operators
of legally permtted outfalls to undertake projects that would inprove
water quality and increase shellfish grow ng areas. The report nust
al so include a review of all current grant and | oan prograns avail abl e
to fund projects identified in the list.

~-- END ---
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