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HOUSE BI LL 2581

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Session

By Representatives Upthegrove, Appleton, Hasegawa, Pettigrew, Quall,
Hal er, Sinpson, Hunt, Lantz, Dickerson, Onsby, Kilner, Kenney and
Conway

Read first tine 01/10/ 2006. Referred to Commttee on Educati on.

AN ACT Relating to increasing parent and community invol venent
efforts within diverse comunities; adding a new section to chapter
28A. 300 RCW creating a new section; and maki ng an appropriation.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that |anguage and
cultural differences, as well as econom c hardship, can create barriers
to effective parental involvenent in the schools for sone famlies.
Some schools and school districts are taking innovative steps to
successfully reach out and include the parents of inm grant students,
students of color, and | owinconme students in the life of the school.
Some schools and school districts are also working hard to involve
community organi zations that are reflective of their diverse student
bodies in the life of the school as a way to create an educationa
envi ronnment that maxi m zes student | earning. It is the legislature's
intent to dedicate new funding to support and replicate successful
parent and community involvenent nodels wthin diverse student
popul ati ons.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 300
RCWto read as foll ows:

(1) The superintendent of public instruction shall admnister a
conpetitive grant program designed to increase parent and comrunity
i nvol venent efforts within diverse conmunities.

(2) Schools or school districts may submt an application to the
office of the superintendent of public instruction to receive a grant
under this section. No nore than three proposals may be submtted from
a single school district.

(3) The superintendent shall convene an application review
commttee that 1includes school personnel, parents, community-based
organi zations, refugees and imm grants, persons representing different
regions of the state, and persons wth expertise in cultural
conpetency. The review commttee shall consider such factors as need
as indicated by student poverty and test scores, denonstration of
previous strengths in parent and community involvenent, parent
i nvol venent in decision making, cultural relevancy, and program
out cones based on quantitative and qualitative evidence.

(4) Grants shall be awarded for a one-year period, but recipients
may apply for a renewal of the grant for a second year. The
superintendent shall award no nore than ten grants per year. The
anount of a grant may range fromtwenty-five to fifty thousand doll ars.

(5) The objectives of a program funded under this section are to
i ncrease school or school district capacity to work wth diverse
famlies and increase parent |eadership and parenting skills. G ant
recipients shall allocate their grant funds evenly between these two
obj ecti ves.

(a) To increase capacity, grant recipients should collaborate with
community organi zations to develop cultural conpetency skills through
pr of essi onal devel opnment training;, establish a welcomng, reflective,
and accessi ble school climte; create plans for comunity conversations
bet ween school adm nistration and the target popul ation; and assess
current parent and comunity involvement efforts for relevancy,
success, and sustainability.

(b) To increase parent |eadership and parenting skills, grant
reci pients should collaborate with conmunity organi zations to provide
nontraditional pathways for engagenent in schools; develop parent
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| eadership and parenting skills in culturally appropriate and
respectful ways; and recognize and use the inherent strengths of
parents.

(6) Grant recipients shall submt a report at the end of the year
to the office of the superintendent of public instruction wth
quantitative and qualitative data that denonstrate increased
participation of famlies in schools and institutional change in the
schools as a result of the program The report shall also include a
summary of the program best practices, challenges, and benefits. The
superintendent shall make the reports available to other interested
school s and districts.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. The sumof five hundred thousand dollars, or
as much thereof as may be necessary, is appropriated for the fisca
year endi ng June 30, 2007, fromthe general fund to the superintendent
of public instruction for the purposes of this act.

~-- END ---
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