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HOUSE BI LL 2599

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Session

By Representatives Meller, WIIlians, Lovick, Geen, Mrray, Conway,
Roberts and Kenney

Read first tinme 01/11/2006. Referred to Commttee on Comrmerce & Labor.

AN ACT Relating to requiring professionals working in the building
trades to wear and visibly display |icenses and certificates; anendi ng
RCW 19.27.050, 18.106.170, 19.28.251, and 70.87.120; adding a new
section to chapter 19.28 RCW adding a new section to chapter 70.87
RCW and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that dishonest
construction contractors sonetinmes hire persons wthout proper
licensing and certification to do electrical, plunbing, and conveyance
wor k. This practice gives honest contractors an unfair conpetitive
di sadvant age and | eaves workers and custoners vul nerable. Requi ri ng
persons with proper licensing and certification to visibly display
their licenses and certificates while doing such work will hel p address
t he probl ens of the underground econony in the construction industry,
| evel the playing field for honest contractors, and protect workers and
CONSUIErs.

Sec. 2. RCW 19. 27. 050 and 1985 ¢ 360 s 9 are each anended to read
as foll ows:
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The counties and cities shall enforce the state building code
required by this chapter ((shal—be—entorced—by the counties—and
e+t+es)), and refer alleged or apparent violations of chapters 18. 106,
19.28, and 70.87 RCW to the departnent of |abor and industries for
investigation and appropriate enforcenent action. Any county or city
not having a building departnment shall contract wth another county,
city, or inspection agency approved by the county or city for
enforcement of the state building code within its jurisdictional
boundari es.

Sec. 3. RCW18.106.170 and 1983 c¢ 124 s 6 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) An authorized representative of the departnent may investigate
al |l eged or apparent violations of this chapter, and shall investigate
referrals of alleged or apparent violations of this chapter from/l ocal
governnment officials charged with the duty to enforce building codes
under chapter 19.27 RCW An authorized representative of the
departnment upon presentation of credentials may inspect sites at which
a person is doing plunmbing work for the purpose of determ ni ng whet her
that person has a certificate or permt issued by the departnment in
accordance with this chapter or is supervised by a person who has such

a certificate or permt. ((Upon request of the authorized
representative of the departnent,))

(2) A person doing plunmbing work shall ((preduce—evidencethatthe
persoen—has—a)) wear and visibly display his or her certificate or
pernmt ((issued by the departnent in accordance with this chapter or is
supervised by a person who has such a certificate or permt)) while

doing such work. A person doing plunbing work need not wear and
visibly display his or her certificate or permt if doing so would
create a danger or unsafe condition for the person or for the public,
as long as the person can produce evidence that he or she has a
certificate or permt to an authorized representative of the
depart nent .

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A new section is added to chapter 19.28 RCW
to read as foll ows:

Certificate holders shall wear and visibly display their
certificates while engaging in the electrical construction trade. A
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certificate holder need not wear and visibly display his or her
certificate if doing so would create a danger or unsafe condition for
the certificate holder or for the public, as long as the certificate
hol der can denonstrate proof of his or her certificate to electrica
i nspectors appointed by the director of |abor and industries and by the
officials of incorporated cities and towns where electrical inspections
are required by | ocal ordinances.

Sec. 5. RCW19.28.251 and 2001 ¢ 211 s 18 are each anmended to read
as follows:

The director my ((premHgate)) adopt rules, nmake specific
deci sions, orders, and rulings, including demands and findings, and
t ake ot her necessary action for the inplenentation and enforcenment of
RCW 19.28.161 through 19.28.271. The director shall investigate
referrals of alleged or apparent violations of this chapter from/l ocal
governnment officials charged with the duty to enforce building codes
under chapter 19.27 RCW In the admnistration of RCW 19.28.161
through 19.28.271 the departnent shall not enter any controversy
arising over work assignnments with respect to the trades involved in
the construction industry.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. A new section is added to chapter 70.87 RCW
to read as foll ows:

Li censees shall wear and visibly display their licenses while
perform ng conveyance worKk. A licensee need not wear and visibly
di splay his or her license if doing so would create a danger or unsafe
condition for the licensee or for the public, as long as the |icensee
can denonstrate proof of his or her license to an el evator inspector of
the departnent or an elevator inspector of a nunicipality having in
effect an el evator ordi nance under RCW 70. 87. 200.

Sec. 7. RCW70.87.120 and 1998 ¢ 137 s 4 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The departnent shall appoint and enpl oy inspectors, as may be
necessary to carry out the provisions of this chapter, under the
provi sions of the rules adopted by the Washi ngton personnel resources
board in accordance with chapter 41. 06 RCW
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(2)(a) Except as provided in (b) of this subsection, the departnent
shal | cause all conveyances to be inspected and tested at |east once
each year. Inspectors have the right during reasonable hours to enter
into and upon any building or premses in the discharge of their
official duties, for the purpose of making any inspection or testing

any conveyance contained thereon or therein. | nspections and tests
shall conformw th the rules adopted by the departnent. The depart nent
shall inspect all installations before it issues any initial permt for

operation. Permts shall not be issued until the fees required by this
chapter have been pai d.

(b)(i) Private residence conveyances operated exclusively for
single-famly use shall be inspected and tested only when required
under RCW 70. 87. 100 or as necessary for the purposes of subsection (4)
of this section and shall be exenpt from RCW 70.87. 090 unl ess an annual
i nspection and operating permt are requested by the owner.

(i1) The departnent may perform additional inspections of a private
resi dence conveyance at the request of the owner of the conveyance.
Fees for these inspections shall be in accordance with the schedul e of
fees adopted for operating permts pursuant to RCW 70.87.030. An
i nspection requested under this subsection (2)(b)(ii) shall not be
performed until the required fees have been paid.

(3) If inspection shows a conveyance to be in an unsafe condition,
the departnment shall issue an inspection report in witing requiring
the repairs or alterations to be nmade to the conveyance that are
necessary to render it safe and may al so suspend or revoke a permt
pursuant to RCW 70.87.125 or order the operation of a conveyance
di sconti nued pursuant to RCW 70. 87. 145.

(a) A penalty may be assessed under RCW 70.87.185 for failure to
correct a violation within ninety days after the owner is notified in
witing of inspection results.

(b) The owner nay be assessed a penalty under RCW 70.87.185 for
failure to submt official notification in witing to the departnent
that all corrections have been conpl et ed.

(4) The departnment may investigate accidents and alleged or
apparent violations of this chapter, and shall investigate referrals of

all eged or apparent violations of this chapter from | ocal governnent
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officials charged with the duty to enforce building codes under chapter

19. 27 RCW

~-- END ---
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