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H 4685. 1

SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 2607

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Session

By House Conmmttee on Local Governnent (originally sponsored by
Representatives Curtis and Hal er)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 03/ 06.

AN ACT Relating to vacation of county roads with access to bodies
of water; anendi ng RCW 36.87.130; creating a new section; and decl ari ng
an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that the purpose of
RCW 36.87.130 is to preserve for the public, for recreational or other
pur poses, existing access to bodies of salt or fresh water. It is the
intent of this act to enhance the ability of counties to bal ance the
need to protect and preserve existing public access to bodies of water
while providing counties the ability to vacate rights of way so |l ong as
doi ng so does not undermi ne or elimnate such access.

Sec. 2. RCW36.87.130 and 1969 ex.s. ¢ 185 s 7 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

No county shall vacate a county road or part thereof which abuts on
a body of salt or fresh water unless:

(1) The purpose of the vacation is to enable any public authority
to acquire the vacated property for port purposes, boat nporage or
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| aunching sites, or for park, viewpoint, recreational, educational or
ot her public purposes, or unless the property is zoned for industrial
uses; or

(2) The purpose of the vacation is to enable a county to inplenent

a plan, adopted by resolution or ordi nance, that provides no | ess than

conparable public access to the sane shoreline area to which the

streets or alleys sought to be vacated abut, had the properties

included in the plan not been vacat ed.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. If any provision of this act or its
application to any person or circunstance is held invalid, the
remai nder of the act or the application of the provision to other
persons or circunstances is not affected.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. This act is necessary for the imrediate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnent and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
i mredi atel y.

~-- END ---
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