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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 2706

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Session

By House Committee on Educati on (originally sponsor ed by
Representatives Hunter, Sommers, Tom Anderson, Talcott, Quall
Mcintire, Dunn, G een, Kenney and Lantz)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 03/ 06.

AN ACT Relating to requiring a nore rigorous curriculum for high
school graduation; anmending RCW 28A 230.090; and creating a new
section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that, although
students are being expected to neet higher academ c standards as
defined by the essential academ c |earning requirenents, there is stil
a gap between what is required for high school graduation and the
know edge and skills students need to be successful in college or work.
This gap is particularly noticeable in mathematics. To make progress
in assuring that a high school diploma reflects adequate preparation
for the intellectual denmands of adult life, the legislature intends to
phase in a nore rigorous mathematics requirement for high school
graduati on.

Sec. 2. RCW 28A.230.090 and 2005 c 205 s 3 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) The state board of education shall establish high school
graduation requirenents or equival encies for students.
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(a) Beginning with the class of students entering ninth grade in
the 2008-09 school year, mninmum high school graduation requirenents
shall include the equivalent of three credits of mathematics, including
at least algebra | and geonetry or their equivalents. Beginning with
the class of students entering ninth grade in the 2010-11 school vyear,
mnimum high school graduation requirenents shall I nclude the
equi valent of four credits of mathematics, including at |east algebra
|l and geonetry or their equivalents plus a higher-level nathenatics
course designed to prepare students for postsecondary studies so they
can avoid renedial college nmathematics.

(b) Any course in Washington state history and governnent used to
fulfill high school graduation requirenents shall consider including
information on the culture, history, and governnent of the Anmerican
I ndi an peopl es who were the first inhabitants of the state.

((b)y)) (c) The certificate of academ c achi evenent requirenents
under RCW 28A.655.061 or the certificate of individual achievenent
requi rements under RCW 28A. 155.045 are required for graduation from a
public high school but are not the only requirenents for graduation.

((€e))) (d) Any decision on whether a student has net the state
board's high school graduation requirenments for a high school and
beyond plan shall remain at the local |evel.

(2) In recognition of the statutory authority of the state board of
education to establish and enforce mninmum high school graduation
requi renents, the state board shall periodically reevaluate the
graduation requirenments and shall report such findings to the
legislature in a tinely manner as determ ned by the state board.

(3) Pursuant to any requirenment for instruction in |anguages other
than English established by the state board of education or a | ocal
school district, or both, for purposes of high school graduation,
students who receive instruction in Anerican sign |anguage or one or
nore Anerican Indian | anguages shall be considered to have satisfied
the state or local school district graduation requirenent for
instruction in one or nore | anguages ot her than English.

(4) If requested by the student and his or her famly, a student
who has conpleted high school courses before attending high school
shal |l be given high school credit which shall be applied to fulfilling
hi gh school graduation requirenents if:
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(a) The course was taken with high school students, if the academ c
| evel of the course exceeds the requirenments for seventh and eighth
grade classes, and the student has successfully passed by conpleting
the same course requirements and exam nations as the high school
students enrolled in the class; or

(b) The academ c | evel of the course exceeds the requirenments for
seventh and ei ghth grade classes and the course would qualify for high
school credit, because the course is simlar or equivalent to a course
offered at a high school in the district as determ ned by the schoo
district board of directors.

(5) Students who have taken and successfully conpl eted hi gh school
courses under the circunstances in subsection (4) of this section shal
not be required to take an additional conpetency exam nation or perform
any ot her additional assignnment to receive credit.

(6) At the college or wuniversity level, five quarter or three
senester hours equals one high school credit.

~-- END ---
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