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HOUSE BI LL 2706

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Session

By Representatives Hunter, Sommers, Tom Anderson, Talcott, Quall,
Mcintire, Dunn, G een, Kenney and Lantz

Read first tine 01/12/2006. Referred to Commttee on Educati on.

AN ACT Relating to requiring a nore rigorous curriculum for high
school graduation; amendi ng RCW 28A. 230. 010 and 28A. 230. 090; adding a
new section to chapter 28A. 230 RCW and creating new secti ons.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that, although
students are being expected to neet higher academ c standards as
defined by the essential academ c |earning requirenents, there is stil
a gap between what is required for high school graduation and the
know edge and skills students need to be successful in college or work.
This gap has been confirmed by independent analysis by such
organi zati ons as Achi eve. To assure that a high school diplom
refl ects adequate preparation for the intellectual demands of adult
life, the legislature intends to create the expectation that al
students enroll in a recomended high school program that includes a
rigorous curriculumof study in English, mathematics, science, social
studi es, and an academ c or career and technical concentration.

Sec. 2. RCW28A.230.010 and 2003 c 49 s 1 are each anmended to read
as foll ows:
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School district boards of directors shall identify and offer
courses with content that neet or exceed: (1) The basic education
skills identified in RCW 28A. 150.210; (2) the mninum graduation
requi renments under RCW 28A. 230.090; (3) the recommended high schoo
program under section 4 of this act; (4) the courses required to neet
the m ninmum col |l ege entrance requirenents under RCW 28A. 230.130; and
((4)) (5) the course options for career developnent under RCW
28A. 230. 130. Such courses may be applied or theoretical, academc, or
vocat i onal

Sec. 3. RCW 28A.230.090 and 2005 c 205 s 3 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) The state board of education shall establish mninmm high
school graduation requirenents or equival encies for students.

(a) Any course in Washington state history and governnent used to
fulfill high school graduation requirenents shall consider including
information on the culture, history, and governnent of the Anmerican
I ndi an peopl es who were the first inhabitants of the state.

(b) The certificate of academ c achi evenent requirenents under RCW
28A.655.061 or the certificate of individual achievenent requirenents
under RCW 28A. 155.045 are required for graduation from a public high
school but are not the only requirenents for graduation.

(c) Any decision on whether a student has net the state board's
hi gh school graduation requirenents for a high school and beyond pl an
shall remain at the | ocal |evel

(2) In recognition of the statutory authority of the state board of
education to establish and enforce mninmum high school graduation
requi renents, the state board shall periodically reevaluate the
graduation requirenments and shall report such findings to the
legislature in a tinmely manner as determ ned by the state board.

(3) Pursuant to any requirenment for instruction in |anguages other
than English established by the state board of education or a | ocal
school district, or both, for purposes of high school graduation,
students who receive instruction in Anerican sign |anguage or one or
nore Anerican Indian | anguages shall be considered to have satisfied
the state or Jlocal school district graduation requirenent for
instruction in one or nore | anguages ot her than English.
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(4) If requested by the student and his or her famly, a student
who has conpleted high school courses before attending high school
shal |l be given high school credit which shall be applied to fulfilling
hi gh school graduation requirenents if:

(a) The course was taken with high school students, if the academ c
| evel of the course exceeds the requirenments for seventh and eighth
grade cl asses, and the student has successfully passed by conpleting
the same course requirements and exam nations as the high school
students enrolled in the class; or

(b) The academ c | evel of the course exceeds the requirenments for
seventh and ei ghth grade classes and the course would qualify for high
school credit, because the course is simlar or equivalent to a course
offered at a high school in the district as determ ned by the schoo
district board of directors.

(5) Students who have taken and successfully conpl eted high school
courses under the circunstances in subsection (4) of this section shal
not be required to take an additional conpetency exam nation or perform
any ot her additional assignnment to receive credit.

(6) At the college or wuniversity level, five quarter or three
senester hours equals one high school credit.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A new section is added to chapter 28A 230
RCWto read as foll ows:

(1) Beginning with the class of students entering ninth grade in
t he 2008-09 school year, each school district shall offer the foll ow ng
recommended hi gh school programin which every student shall enroll:

(a) At least four <credits of English with the content and
performance standards of college-preparatory English that enphasize
reading, witing, and presentation skills;

(b) At least four credits of mathematics, including at |east
algebra 11 and geonetry or their equivalents plus a higher-|evel
mat hematics course designed to prepare students for postsecondary
studies so they can avoid renedial coll ege nmat hemati cs;

(c) At least three credits of science that includes |aboratory
experience in biology, chemstry, physics or applied physics, or
anat ony/ physi ol ogy;

(d) At least three credits of social studies that enphasize reading
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and witing and covering United States history and governnent; world
hi story, governnent, and contenporary issues; and Washington state
hi story and governnent;

(e) At least one-half <credit or denonstrated proficiency in
conput er technol ogy and applications beyond basi ¢ keyboardi ng; and

(f) At least four credits in an academ c or career and technica
concentration where the student chooses electives in a coherent
sequence through guidance and counseling and based on the student's
interests and aspirations.

(2) Students who conplete the recomended hi gh school program under
this section shall also conplete any high school graduati on
requi renents established under RCW 28A. 230.090 or established by the
school district that exceed the recommended high school program in
order to earn a high school diplona.

(3) At the witten request of a student's parent or |egal guardian,
a student may be exenpted fromenrolling in the recommended hi gh schoo
program under this section and may instead conplete the m nimum high
school graduation requirenents established under RCW 28A. 230. 090 pl us
any additional requirenents established by the school district to earn
a high school diplonma. In addition to the witten request, a schoo
district may require a student's parent or legal guardian to neet with
the student's counselor or other school staff to discuss whether the
student will achieve greater educational benefits by conpleting the
recommended hi gh school program or the mninmm requirenments for high
school graduati on.

(4) A student who has an individualized education program pursuant
to the federal individuals with disabilities education act is exenpt
from the requirenents of this section unless the recomended high
school program is provided for in the student's individualized
education program

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. The higher education coordinating board
shall review m ni nrum adm ssions standards for four-year institutions of
hi gher education and nmake recomendations to the |legislature by
Decenmber 1, 2006, regarding when the mninmum adm ssions standards
shoul d i ncl ude conpletion of the recommended hi gh school program under
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