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HOUSE BI LL 2788

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Session
By Representatives MDonal d, H nkle, Schindler and Shabro

Read first tine 01/13/2006. Referred to Conmmittee on Juvenile
Justice & Fam |y Law.

AN ACT Relating to creating a putative father registry; adding new
sections to chapter 26.26 RCW creating a new section; and prescribing
penal ties.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. | NTENT. The | egislature recognizes the
i nportance of having both a child s nother and father be a part of
decisions made about a child' s future. Further, the legislature
recognizes that many children are born out of wedlock, which
denonstrates a need for an effective process to keep track of clains of
paternity for these children. The legislature finds that the uniform
parent age act of 2002 includes the creation of a paternity registry for
men who wsh to be notified of proceedings involving young children
that they may have fathered. The legislature further finds that the
creation of a paternity registry will assist in both protecting a
putative father's rights in a termnation of parental rights proceeding
and in facilitating infant adoptions in the state.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. ESTABLISHVENT OF REAQ STRY. A registry of
paternity is established in the state registrar of vital statistics.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. REGQ STRATION FOR NOTI FI CATION. (1) Except
as otherwi se provided in subsection (2) of this section or section 6 of
this act, a man who desires to be notified of a proceeding for adoption
of, or termnation of parental rights regarding, a child that he may
have fathered may register in the registry of paternity before the
birth of the child or no later than one hundred twenty days after the
birth,.

(2) Aman is not required to register if:

(a) Afather-child relationship between the man and the child has
been established under this chapter or other |aw, or

(b) The man commences a proceeding to adjudicate his paternity
before the court has termnated his parental rights.

(3) Aregistrant shall pronptly notify the registry of any change
in the information registered. The state registrar of vital statistics
shall incorporate all new information received into its records but
need not affirmatively seek to obtain current information for
incorporation in the registry.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. NOTICE OF PROCEEDI NG Notice of a
proceeding for the adoption of, or termnation of parental rights
regarding, a child nust be given to a registrant who has tinely
regi stered. Notice nust be given in a manner prescribed for service of
process in a civil action.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. TERM NATION OF PARENTAL RI GATS--CHI LD LESS
THAN ONE YEAR OF AGE The parental rights of a man who may be the
father of a child may be term nated wi thout notice if:

(1) The child has not attained one year of age at the tinme of the
term nation of parental rights;

(2) The man did not register tinely with the state registrar of
vital statistics; and

(3) The man is not exenpt fromregistration under section 3 of this
act .

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. TERM NATION OF PARENTAL RI GHTS--CH LD AT
LEAST ONE YEAR OF AGE. (1) If a child has attai ned one year of age,
notice of a proceeding for adoption of, or termnation of parental
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rights regarding, the child nust be given to a man who may be the
child's father, whether or not he has registered wth the state
registrar of vital statistics.

(2) Notice nust be given in a manner prescribed for service of
process in a civil action.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. REQU RED FORM The state registrar of vital
statistics shall prepare a formfor registering with the agency. The
form must be signed by the registrant. The formnust contain a notice
to the registrant that he signs the formunder penalty of perjury. The
formmust also provide notice to the registrant that:

(1) Atimely registration entitles the registrant to notice of a
proceedi ng for adoption of the child or termnation of the registrant's
parental rights;

(2) A tinely registration does not commence a proceeding to
establish paternity;

(3) The information disclosed on the form may be used agai nst the
regi strant to establish paternity;

(4) Services to assist in establishing paternity are available to
hi m t hrough the support enforcenment agency;

(5) He should also register in another state if conception or birth
of the child occurred in the other state;

(6) Information on registries of other states is available fromthe
state registrar of vital statistics; and

(7) Procedures exist to rescind the registration of a claim of
paternity.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 8. FURN SH NG OF | NFORVATI ON- - CONFI DENTI ALI TY.
(1) The state registrar of vital statistics need not seek to |ocate the
nother of a child who is the subject of a registration, but, if the
not her's address has been provided, the state registrar of vital
statistics shall send a copy of the notice of the registration to her
at that address.

(2) Information contained in the registry is confidential and may
be rel eased on request only to:

(a) A court or other person designated by the court;

(b) The nother of the child who is the subject of the registration;

(c) An agency authorized by other law to receive the information;
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(d) Alicensed child-placing agency;

(e) A support enforcenent agency;

(f) Aparty or the party's attorney of record in a proceedi ng under
this chapter or in a proceeding for adoption of, or for term nation of
parental rights regarding, a child who is the subject of the
regi stration; and

(g) The registry of paternity in another state.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 9. PENALTY FOR RELEASI NG | NFORVATI ON. An
i ndi vidual commts a gross m sdeneanor puni shable under RCW9.92.020 if
the individual intentionally releases information fromthe registry to
anot her individual or agency not authorized to receive the information
under section 8 of this act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 10. RESCI SSION OF REGQ STRATION. A registrant
may rescind his registration at any tine by sending to the registry a
witten rescission signed by himand w tnessed or notari zed.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 11. UNTIMELY REG STRATION. If a nman registers
nmore than thirty days after the birth of the child, the state registrar
of vital statistics shall notify the registrant that on its face his
regi stration was not filed tinely.

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 12. FEES FOR REA STRY. (1) The state registrar
of wvital statistics my charge a reasonable fee for filing a
regi stration or a rescission of registration.

(2) Except as otherwi se provided in subsection (3) of this section,
the state registrar of vital statistics may charge a reasonable fee for
maki ng a search of the registry and for furnishing a certificate.

(3) A support enforcenment agency is not required to pay a fee
aut hori zed by subsection (2) of this section.

NEW SECTI ON.  Sec. 13. SEARCH OF APPROPRI ATE REA STRY. (1) If a
father-child relationship has not been established under this chapter
for a child under one year of age, a petitioner for adoption of, or
termnation of parental rights regarding, the child nust obtain a
certificate of search of the registry of paternity.
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(2) If the petitioner for adoption of, or term nation of parental
rights regarding, a child has reason to believe that the conception or
birth of the child may have occurred in another state, the petitioner
nmust al so obtain a certificate of search of the registry of paternity,
if any, in that state.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 14. CERTIFI CATE OF SEARCH OF REA STRY. (1) The
state registrar of vital statistics shall furnish a certificate of
search of the registry on request of an individual, court, or agency
identified in section 8 of this act.

(2) A certificate provided by the state registrar of vital
statistics nmust be signed on behalf of the state registrar of vita
statistics and state that:

(a) A search has been nade of the registry; and

(b) Aregistration containing the information required to identify
the registrant:

(1) Has been found and is attached to the certificate of search; or

(1i) Has not been found.

(3) Apetitioner nust file the certificate of search with the court
before a proceeding for adoption of, or term nation of parental rights
regarding, a child may be concl uded.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 15. ADM SSIBILITY OF REG STERED | NFORVATI ON.
A certificate of search of the registry of paternity in this or another
state is adm ssible in a proceeding for adoption of, or termnation of
parental rights regarding, a child and, if relevant, in other |ega
pr oceedi ngs.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 16. Sections 1 through 15 of this act are each
added to chapter 26.26 RCW

NEW SECTION. Sec. 17. Section captions wused in this act
constitute no part of the |aw

~-- END ---
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