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HOUSE BI LL 2846

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Session
By Representatives Ml oscia, Hunt, Canpbell and Dunshee

Read first time 01/13/2006. Referred to Commttee on State
Government Operations & Accountability.

AN ACT Relating to canpaign finance disclosure; and anmendi ng RCW
42.17. 405.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCWA42.17.405 and 1986 c 12 s 3 are each anmended to read
as follows:

(1) Except as provided in subsections (2) ((anrd)), (3), and (7) of
this section, the reporting provisions of this chapter do not apply to
candi dates, elected officials, and agencies in political subdivisions
with |ess than one thousand registered voters as of the date of the
nost recent general election in the jurisdiction, to political
commttees forned to support or oppose candidates or ballot
propositions in such political subdivisions, or to persons naking
i ndependent expenditures in support of or opposition to such ball ot
proposi tions.

(2) The reporting provisions of this chapter apply in any exenpt
political subdivision fromwhich a "petition for disclosure" containing
the valid signatures of fifteen percent of the nunber of registered
voters, as of the date of the nobst recent general election in the
political subdivision, is filed wth the comm ssion. The conmm ssion
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shall by rule prescribe the formof the petition. After the signatures
are gathered, the petition shall be presented to the auditor or
el ections officer of the county, or counties, in which the politica
subdivision is |located. The auditor or elections officer shall verify
the signatures and certify to the comm ssion that the petition contains
no | ess than the required nunber of valid signatures. The conmm ssion,
upon receipt of a valid petition, shall order every known affected
person in the political subdivision to file the initially required
statenent and reports wthin fourteen days of the date of the order.

(3) The reporting provisions of this chapter apply in any exenpt
political subdivision that by ordi nance, resolution, or other official
action has petitioned the conm ssion to nake the provisions applicable
to elected officials and candidates of the exenpt political
subdi vision. A copy of the action shall be sent to the commssion. |If
the commssion finds the petition to be a valid action of the
appropriate governing body or authority, the conm ssion shall order
every known affected person in the political subdivision to file the
initially required statenment and reports within fourteen days of the
date of the order

(4) The comm ssion shall void any order issued by it pursuant to
subsection (2) or (3) of this section when, at |east four years after
issuing the order, the comm ssion is presented a petition or official
action so requesting from the affected political subdivision. Such
petition or official action shall neet the respective requirenents of
subsection (2) or (3) of this section.

(5) Any petition for disclosure, ordinance, resolution, or official
action of an agency petitioning the commssion to void the exenption in
RCW 42.17.030(3) shall not be considered unless it has been filed with
t he comm ssi on:

(a) In the case of a ballot neasure, at |east sixty days before the
date of any election in which canpaign finance reporting is to be
required,;

(b) I'n the case of a candidate, at |east sixty days before the
first day on which a person may file a declaration of candidacy for any
el ection in which canpaign finance reporting is to be required.

(6) Any person exenpted from reporting under this chapter nay at
his or her option file the statenent and reports.
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(7) The reporting provisions of this chapter apply to a candi date

in any political subdivision if

the candidate receives or expects to

receive five thousand dollars or

nore in contributions.

END ---
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