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HOUSE BI LL 2912

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Session

By Representatives Geen, Appleton, Wods, Cody, Meller, Haigh,
Conway, Lantz, Hudgins, Roberts, MCoy, Kenney, Morrell, P. Sullivan,
Hasegawa, Kil nmer, Sinpson and O nshy

Read first tine 01/ 16/ 2006. Referred to Commttee on Health Care.

AN ACT Relating to honme visits by nental health professionals;
addi ng new sections to chapter 71.05 RCW and creating new sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that designated nental
health professionals go out into the comunity to eval uate people for
potential detention under the state's involuntary treatnent act. Al so,
ot her nent al health professionals do <crisis outreach work in

communi ties throughout WAshington state. The presence of a second
mental health professional on outreach to a person's private hone or
other private location wll enhance safety, wll provide for a second

mental health expert to help evaluate the person's needs, and wl
advance the legislature's interest in quality nental health care
servi ces.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 71.05 RCW
to read as foll ows:

| f a designated nental health professional or other nental health
crisis outreach worker visits a client in the client's private hone or
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in any other nonpublic setting, he or she shall be acconpanied by
anot her designated nental health professional or other nental health
crisis outreach worker.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 71.05 RCW
to read as foll ows:

Any nental health professional who engages in honme visits to
clients shall be provided by their enployer with a wirel ess tel ephone
or conparabl e device for the purpose of energency communi cati on.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A new section is added to chapter 71.05 RCW
to read as foll ows:

Any nental health professional that is dispatched on a crisis
outreach visit shall have pronpt access to existing case files, if any
exist, on the client they are being sent to eval uate.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. A new section is added to chapter 71.05 RCW
to read as foll ows:

Annual Iy, all comunity nmental health enpl oyees who work directly
with clients shall be provided with training on safety and viol ence
preventi on. The curriculum for the training shall be devel oped
col | aboratively anpbng the department of social and health services,
contracted nmental health providers, and enployee organizations that
represent community nental health workers.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. This act shall be known as the Marty Smth

Law.

~-- END ---
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