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HOUSE BI LL 2947

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Session
By Representatives MDonal d, Ericks and Dunn

Read first tine 01/17/2006. Referred to Commttee on Crimnal
Justice & Corrections.

AN ACT Relating to clarifying and making technical anendnents to
the prehire screening process for | aw enforcenment applicants; anending
RCW 43. 101. 095; and decl aring an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW43.101.095 and 2005 ¢ 434 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) As a condition of continuing enploynent as peace officers, al
Washi ngton peace officers: (a) Shall tinely obtain certification as
peace officers, or tinmely obtain certification or exenption therefrom
by nmeeting all requirenents of RCW 43.101.200, as that section is
adm ni stered under the rules of the conm ssion, as well by neeting any
addi tional requirements under this chapter; and (b) shall maintain the
basic certification as peace officers under this chapter

(2)(a) As a condition of continuing enploynent for any applicant
that has been offered a conditional offer of enploynent as a fully
conmi ssi oned peace officer or a reserve officer after July 24, 2005,
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applicant shall successfully pass a psychol ogi cal exam nation and a
pol ygraph or simlar test as admnistered by the county, city, or state
| aw enf orcenent agency that conplies with the follow ng requirenents:

(1) The psychological examnation shall be admnistered by a
psychiatrist licensed in the state of Washi ngton pursuant to chapter
18.71 RCW or a psychologist licensed in the state of Wshington
pursuant to chapter 18.83 RCW The exam nation shall consist of, at a
mninmum a standardized clinical test that is wdely used as an
objective clinical screening tool for personality and psychosoci al
di sorders. The test that is used and the conditions under which the
test is admnistered, scored, and interpreted nust conply with accepted
psychol ogi cal standards. Additional tests nmay be adm nistered at the
option of the enploying | aw enforcenent agency.

(ii1) The polygraph exam nation ((e+—stmtar—assessrent)) shall be
adm ni stered by an experienced polygrapher who is a graduate of a
pol ygraph school accredited by the Anmerican polygraph association.
Simlar tests used in place of the polygraph shall be conducted by an
experienced and certified exam ner of that particular test.

(b) The enpl oying county, city, or state |aw enforcenent agency nay
require that each peace officer or reserve officer who is required to
take a psychol ogi cal exam nation and a pol ygraph or simlar test pay a
portion of the testing fee based on the actual cost of the test or four
hundred dollars, whichever is |ess. County, city, and state |aw
enforcenment agencies may establish a paynent plan if they determ ne
that the peace officer or reserve officer does not readily have the
means to pay for his or her portion of the testing fee.

(3) The conm ssion shall certify peace officers who have satisfied,
or have been exenpted by statute or by rule from the basic training
requi renents of RCW 43.101.200 on or before January 1, 2002.
Thereafter, the comm ssion may revoke certification pursuant to this
chapter.

(4) The conmm ssion shall allow a peace officer to retain status as
a certified peace officer as long as the officer: (a) Tinely neets the
basic | aw enforcenent training requirenents, or is exenpted therefrom
in whole or in part, under RCW 43.101.200 or wunder rule of the
comm ssion; (b) neets or is exenpted fromany ot her requirenents under
this chapter as adm ni stered under the rul es adopted by the conm ssi on;
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(c) is not denied certification by the conmm ssion under this chapter;
and (d) has not had certification revoked by the comm ssion.

(5) As a prerequisite to certification, as well as a prerequisite
to pursuit of a hearing under RCW 43. 101. 155, a peace officer nust, on
a form devised or adopted by the comm ssion, authorize the release to
the comm ssion of his or her personnel files, termnation papers,
crimnal investigation files, or other files, papers, or information
that are directly related to a certification matter or decertification
matter before the conm ssion.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. This act is necessary for the imrediate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnent and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
i mredi atel y.

~-- END ---
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