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HOUSE BI LL 3053

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Session

By Representatives Schindler, Sunmp, Kristiansen, Cox, MDonald,
Crouse, Kretz, Serben, Buck and Roach

Read first tinme 01/18/2006. Referred to Commttee on Hi gher
Educati on & Wor kforce Educati on.

AN ACT Relating to the use of services and activities fees; and
anmendi ng RCW 28B. 15. 041 and 28B. 15. 045.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW 28B.15.041 and 1985 c¢ 390 s 14 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1)(a) The term "services and activities fees" as used in this
chapter is defined to nean fees, other than tuition fees, charged to
all students registering at the state's community coll eges, regiona
universities, The Evergreen State Coll ege, and state universities.

(b) Services and activities fees shall be wused as otherw se
provided by law or by rule ((er—+egulatioen)) of the board of trustees
or regents of each of the state's community colleges, The Evergreen
State College, the regional universities, or the state universities for
t he express purpose of funding student activities and prograns of their
particul ar institution.

(c) Student activity fees, student use fees, student building use
fees, special student fees, or other simlar fees charged to all full
time students, or to all students, as the case may be, registering at
the state's colleges or universities and pledged for the paynent of
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bonds heretofore or hereafter issued for, or other indebtedness
incurred to pay, all or part of the cost of acquiring, constructing or
installing any | ands, buildings, or facilities of the nature described
in RCW 28B. 10. 300 as now or hereafter anended, shall be included within
and deenmed to be services and activities fees.

(2) Only the portion of the services and activities fees that is
used for the purposes in subsection (1)(c) of this section is
mandat ory.

(3) Services and activities fees used for purposes other than those

in subsection (1)(c) of this section are voluntary. The proportionate
anpbunt of the services and activities fees assessed for each voluntary
purpose shall be item zed on each student's billing statenent. The
statenent shall provide a nethod for students to designate those
purposes and their respective fees that the student w shes to include
in his or her services and activities fees.

Sec. 2. RCW28B.15.045 and 1994 ¢ 41 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

The | egi slature recogni zes that institutional governing boards have
a responsibility to manage and protect institutions of higher
educati on. This responsibility includes ensuring certain |awul
agreenents for which revenues from services and activities fees have
been pl edged. Such |lawful agreenents include, but are not limted to,
bond covenant agreenents and ot her cont ract ual obl i gati ons.
Institutional governing boards are also expected to protect the
stability of prograns that benefit students.

The | egislature al so recogni zes that services and activities fees
are paid by students for the express purpose of funding student
services and prograns. It is the intent of the legislature that
governing boards ensure that students have a strong voice in
recomrendi ng budgets for services and activities fees. The boards of
trustees and the boards of regents of the respective institutions of
hi gher education shall adopt guidelines governing the establishnent and
fundi ng of prograns supported by services and activities fees. Such
guidelines shall stipulate procedures for budgeting and expending
services and activities fee revenue. Any such guidelines shall be
consistent wwth the follow ng provisions:

HB 3053 p. 2



© 00 N O Ol WDN P

W W W W W W W WPNDNDNDNDNMNDNMNDNDDNDNMNMNMNMNMNMNNMNPEPRPPRPPRPPRPERPEPRPPRPPREPERE
N o oA WNEPE OO 0o NP WDNPE OO oo N O wWw DN Ee o

(1) Student representatives from the services and activities fee
conmmttee and representatives of the college or university
adm ni stration shall have an opportunity to address the board before
board decisions on services and activities fee budgets and dispute
resol ution actions are made.

(2) Menbers of the governing boards shall adhere to the principle
that services and activities fee conmttee desires be given priority
consideration on funding itens that do not fall into the categories of
preexi sting contractual obligations, bond covenant agreenents, or
stability for prograns affecting students.

(3) Responsibility for proposing to the admnistration and the
governi ng board programpriorities and budget levels for that portion
of program budgets that derive fromservices and activities fees shal
reside with a services and activities fee conmttee, on which students
shall hold at least a majority of the voting nenberships, such student
menbers shall represent diverse student interests, and shall be
recommended by the student governnent association or its equivalent.
The chairperson of the services and activities fee commttee shall be
sel ected by the nenbers of that conmttee. The governing board shal
insure that the services and activities fee conmttee provides an
opportunity for all viewpoints to be heard at a public neeting during
its consideration of the funding of student prograns and activities.

(4) The services and activities fee commttee shall evaluate
exi sting and proposed prograns and submt budget recomrendations for
t he expenditure of those services and activities fees with supporting
docunents sinultaneously to the college or university governing board
and adm ni stration.

(5 The college or wuniversity admnistration shall review the
services and activities fee conmttee budget recomendations and
publish a witten response to the services and activities fee
commttee. This response shall outline potential areas of difference
bet ween the comm ttee recommendati ons and the adm ni stration's proposed
budget recommendations. This response, with supporting docunentation,
shall be submtted to the services and activities fee commttee in a
tinmely manner to all ow adequate consi deration.

(6)(a) In the event of a dispute or disputes involving the services
and activities fee conmttee recommendations, the college or university
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admnistration shall neet wth the services and activities fee
commttee in a good faith effort to resolve such dispute or disputes
prior to submttal of final recomrendations to the governing board.

(b) If said dispute is not resolved within fourteen days, a dispute
resolution commttee shall be convened by the chair of the services and
activities fee commttee within fourteen days.

(7) The dispute resolution conmttee shall be selected as foll ows:
The college or university admnistration shall appoint two nonvoting
advi sory nenbers; the governing board shall appoint three voting
menbers; and the services and activities fee commttee chair shal
appoint three student nenbers of the services and activities fee
coonmittee who will have a vote, and one student representing the
services and activities fee commttee who wll chair the dispute
resolution commttee and be nonvoti ng. The commttee shall neet in
good faith, and settle by vote any and all disputes. 1In the event of
atie vote, the chair of the dispute resolution commttee shall vote to
settle the dispute.

(8) The governing board nmay take action on those portions of the
services and activities fee budget not in dispute in accordance with
the customary budget approval tineline established by the board. The
governing board shall consider the results, if any, of the dispute
resolution commttee and shall take action.

(9) Services and activities fees and revenues generated by prograns
and activities funded by such fees shall be deposited and expended
through the office of the chief fiscal officer of the institution.

(10) Services and activities fees and revenues generated by
prograns and activities funded by such fees shall be subject to the
applicable policies, regulations, and procedures of the institution and
t he budget and accounting act, chapter 43.88 RCW

(11) ((A—inf : : I o :
bud hal 1| I 1 abl : I os

£2>)) Wth the exception of any funds needed for bond covenant
obl i gations, once the budget for expending service and activities fees
is approved by the governing board, funds shall not be shifted from
funds budgeted for associated students or departnentally related
categories or the reserve fund until the admnistration provides
witten justification to the services and activities fee commttee and
the governing board, and the governing board and the services and
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activities fee commttee give their express approval. In the event of
a fund transfer dispute anong the services and activities fee
commttee, the admnistration, or the governing board, said dispute
shal |l be resolved pursuant to subsections (6)(b), (7), and (8) of this
section.

((+3))) (12) Any service and activities fees collected which
exceed initially budgeted anounts are subject to subsections (1)

t hrough ((289—anrd{32})) (11) of this section.

~-- END ---
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