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HOUSE BI LL 3175

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives H nkle and Dunn

Read first time 01/24/2006. Referred to Commttee on Judiciary.

AN ACT Relating to the election of judges; anendi ng RCW 29A. 24. 181,
29A. 24,191, and 29A 36.171; and providing a contingent effective date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW 29A.24.181 and 2004 c 271 s 166 are each amended to
read as foll ows:

Filings for a nonpartisan office (other than judge of the suprene
court or superintendent of public instruction) shall be reopened for a
peri od of three normal business days, such three-day period to be fixed
by the election officer wth whom such declarations of candidacy are
filed and notice thereof given by notifying press, radio, and
television in the county and by such other neans as my now or
hereafter be provided by |aw, when:

(1) A void in candidacy for such nonpartisan office occurs on or
after the sixth Tuesday prior to a primary but prior to the sixth
Tuesday before an el ection; or

(2) ((A nomnee for judge of the superior court eligible after a
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£3))) A vacancy occurs in any nonpartisan office on or after the
si xth Tuesday prior to a primary but prior to the sixth Tuesday before
an el ection | eaving an unexpired termto be filled by an election for
which filings have not been hel d.

The candidate receiving a plurality of the votes cast for that
office in the general election shall be deened el ected.

Sec. 2. RCW 29A.24.191 and 2004 c 271 s 167 are each amended to
read as foll ows:

A schedul ed election shall be |apsed, the office deened stricken
fromthe ballot, no purported wite-in votes counted, and no candi date
certified as el ected, when:

(1) In an election for judge of the suprenme court or superintendent
of public instruction, a void in candidacy occurs on or after the sixth
Tuesday prior to a primary, public filings and the prinmary being an
i ndi spensabl e phase of the election process for such offices;

(2) ((EBExcept—as—otherwse—speettied—in—REON-20A 24181 —a nornee
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£3))) In other elections for nonpartisan office a void in candi dacy
occurs or a vacancy occurs involving an unexpired termto be filled on
or after the sixth Tuesday prior to an el ection.

Sec. 3. RCW 29A.36.171 and 2004 ¢ 271 s 170 are each amended to
read as foll ows:

(1) Except as provided in RCW29A 36.180 and in subsection (2) of
this section, on the ballot at the general election for a nonpartisan
office for which a primary was held, only the nanmes of the candi date
who received the greatest nunber of votes and the candidate who
recei ved the next greatest nunber of votes for that office shall appear
under the title of that office, and the nanmes shall appear in that
order. If a primary was conducted, no candi date's nane nay be printed
on the subsequent general election ballot unless he or she receives at
| east one percent of the total votes cast for that office at the
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preceding primary. On the ballot at the general election for any other
nonpartisan office for which no primary was held, the nanes of the
candidates shall be Ilisted in the order determned under RCW
29A. 36. 131.

(2) On the ballot at the general election for the office of

(( al-s;
Hre—supertor—ecourt——judge—eol—the—di-str+etb—cowrt——o01)) state
superintendent of public instruction, iIf a candidate in a contested
primary receives a majority of all the votes cast for that office ((er
pesttioen)), only the nane of that candidate nmay be printed under the

title of the office ((ferthat—poesition)).

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. This act takes effect January 1, 2007, if
the proposed anendnment to Article 1V, section 29 of the state
Constitution (HIR ....) is validly submtted to and is approved and
ratified by the voters at a general election held in Novenber 2006. |If
t he proposed anendnent is not approved and ratified, this act is void
inits entirety.

~-- END ---
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