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HOUSE BI LL 3194

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Session
By Representatives Chase and N xon

Read first time 01/25/2006. Referred to Conmttee on Technol ogy,
Ener gy & Conmuni cati ons.

AN ACT Relating to assessing the viability of a solar electric
generating facility; creating new sections; and decl ari ng an ener gency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The northwest solar center, a program of
Washi ngton State University's energy extension service, shall conduct
a feasibility assessnment of the economc and technical viability of
buil ding a | arge-scal e, public-denponstration, solar electric generating
facility.

(2) The assessnment should include the facility's economc
viability, costs and benefits to Wshington state, including job
creation and environnmental inpacts, and its inpact on the regiona
energy. The center's assessnent should also include an anal ysis of the
i npact of this energy choice as conpared to other energy generation
opti ons.

(3) In conducting this assessnent, the center shall nmake the
foll owi ng assunptions about the facility:

(a) It will have a m ninum capacity in the range of three hundred
nmegawatt s;
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(b) It wll be constructed through a design-build contract that
requires the recipient to locate a solar thin film manufacturing
facility in Washi ngton state;

(c) I't will be devel oped by a public joint operating agency;

(d)y It wll be sited in a county with an existing |large solar
el ectric generating facility;

(e) I't will provide maxi num production and deliver the power during
irrigation and air conditioning peaks;

(f) The construction of it wll drive the market and result in
significant cost reductions;

(g) The state will offer incentives to reduce the costs of bondi ng
the project, such as state | oan guarantees; and

(h) It will be expected to recover the cost of investnment over the
life of the project.

(4) In conducting this assessnent, the center nust assenble and
work with a team of representatives fromthe departnment of community,
trade, and econom c devel opnent, the Washington state public utility
district association, the Wshington rural electric cooperative
associ ation, the Bonneville power adm nistration, the northwest power
and conservation council, the solar industry, |ocal manufacturers,
national |aboratories, the United States departnent of energy's thin
films program and other stakeholders as determ ned essential by the
center.

(5) The assessnent nust be conpleted and a report summari zi ng the
findings prepared and delivered to the energy and fiscal commttees of
the | egislature by Decenber 15, 2006.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. If specific funding for the purposes of this
act, referencing this act by bill or chapter nunber, is not provided by
June 30, 2006, in the ommi bus appropriations act, this act is null and
voi d.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. This act is necessary for the imrediate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnent and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
i mredi atel y.
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