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H 4529.1

HOUSE BI LL 3199

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Session
By Representatives Appleton, B. Sullivan, Eickneyer and Cody

Read first tine 01/25/2006. Referred to Commttee on Select
Committee on Hood Canal

AN ACT Relating to authorizing a geoduck pilot programin the Hood
Canal aquatic rehabilitation zone; and adding a new section to chapter
79. 135 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 79.135 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The departnent shall inplenent a pilot program to test the
ef fectiveness of planting geoducks on state aquatic lands |ocated in
the aquatic rehabilitation zone established in RCW90.88.010(2). The
program nust be developed and inplenmented in consultation with the
departnent of fish and wldlife. The program nust be designed to use
test plantings and nonitoring of geoduck popul ations on test sites to
determ ne if harvestabl e popul ati ons may be achieved in a manner that
wi | mai ntain healthy geoduck popul ations, reestablish geoduck
popul ations in areas affected by |owdissolved oxygen levels, and
i ncrease revenues over that achievable fromnatural regeneration. The
departnent shall design the test programto conpare geoduck popul ations
of the test sites with other sites in the aquatic rehabilitation zone
established in RCW 90.88.010(2) providing conparable grow ng
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condi ti ons. The departnent may contract wth geoduck harvesters
licensed in accordance with chapter 77.65 RCWto plant the seed and to
nmoni t or geoduck popul ations on the test sites.

(2) The program nust be designed to test geoduck popul ations and
gromh rates for a period of at least five years. No later than
Decenber 31, 2011, the departnent shall report the results of the
program to the appropriate commttees of the legislature and nake
recomendati ons as to whether the program shoul d be expanded, otherw se
nodi fied, or term nated.

--- END ---
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